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The Adventures of a Lion 
Tamer, 


BY W. J. ROUSE. 


‘©\7HS, it’s a fact, and I’m 

sorry for it. Lion tam- 
ers and lion taming as a busi- 
ness have fallen out of vogue of 
late years, and now there’s 
nothing left for us to do but 
*tend the animals, punch ’em 
with a pitchfork when they 
won’t behave, and do all sorts 
of common work about the cir- 
cus, for mere laborer’s pay, 
though we risk our lives every 
hour. Time was when I was 
king of ’em all in the show, and 
was looked up to by every one, 
but nowadays I, like the clown, 
have been relegated to a back 
seat, and I guess Tl never 
regain the prominence my craft 
has lost.” 

I had known the speaker— 
** Billy” we always called him 
—for a long time, and had 
often seen him performing his den of fero- 
cious lions and tigers in the good old times 
of which he spoke. He had been one of 
the best and most daring the world ever 
knew in his line, but now, as he mournful- 
ly expresses it, he has been forced to take : 
back seat and give way to later novelties 
and new acts of skill or daring, which have 
been demanded by the public in recent 
years. Billy was a farmer lad before the 
war, and was a native of the Buckeye State. 
Few of his companions in the company 
knew anything of his history, and although 
I knew him well, I never heard his story 
until the time of which I write. 

William H, Winner—that was the way he 
signed his name—has been known the world 
over as the most famous lion tamer who 
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ever lived. For more than a score of years 
he had been in daily contact with ferocious 
tigers, leopards, lions, jaguars, pumas and 
hyenas. His flesh had been torn from him 
in shreds time and again. A blow from a 
lion’s paw had taken a piece out of his skull 
as large as the palm of his hand. A snap 
from the scissor-like jaws of a spotted hyena 
had left but two fingers and a thumb on his 
right hand. A puma’s cruel fangs had 
taken off all but the end of his nose, dis- 
figuring him for life by leaving what he 
alls ‘only a leetle nubbin” where his 
nose ought to be. The teeth of a panther 
had met through his neck while the terrible 
claws of the beast had torn the flesh from 
his thighs and sides in strips. The public 
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once demanded that lion tamers should put 
their heads in the mouth of the king of 
beasts. Billy had done that, too, and had 
been twice bitten through the face and 
head and had a large portion of his jaw 
bone bitten away. A wildcat had leaped 
upon him from behind and fastened its 


fangs in his shoulder, while its mate 
erunched the bones in his leg. An ele- 


phant had stepped upon his body while 
passing over him in a cireus ring, and 
crushed in his ribs as if they had been made 
of glass. His body bore the marks of more 
than forty terrible wounds, yet he lives to- 
day, to all intent and purposes a well man. 
Is there another such man living? Has such 
an experience as his fallen to the lot of any 
one except himself, since the world began ? 
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At the time of which I write, Mr. Win- 
ner, as [ shall call him for politeness’ sake, 
was connected with the Barnum & Bailey 
show, and was showing under canvas, not a 
hundred miles from the metropolis. He 
was seated on a camp stool in front of one 
of the cages over which he had charge, and 
had just met with an adventure which 
would have quailed the heart of a less cour- 
ageous man. The oil lamps cast a weird, 
yellow light throughout the great menage- 
rie tent, and formed fantastic shadows be- 
neath the cages in which were sleeping the 
great cats which were Mr. Winner’s special 
care. The crowd of spectators had hurried 
through the menagerie to the great cireus 
tent, and had been clapping their hands 
and yelling themselves hoarse 
for more than an hour at the 
feats of skill and daring wit- 
nessed there. His day’s work 
done, Mr. Winner had seated 
himself on the camp stool, as 
had been his custom for years, 
to think over his personal mat- 
ters and of his old mother, who, 
in her little home out in Ohio, 
wondered where her boy was 
and what he was doing.’ On 
his knee rested a thumb-stained 


and time-discolored photo- 
graph. It was the likeness of 


his mother. How often he had 
looked at it. How he longed 
to see that dear old face of the 
best friend he ever had on 
earth. For the fearless lion 
tamer had a heart as tender as 
a babe’s upon the subject of his 
\ mother. 

Wisk It must have been one of his 
dark days, as he calls them, for 
he had not taken the precau- 
tion to”place his stool, as was 
his custom, out against the stakes which 
formed arailing around the cages. He had 
thoughtlessly placed it within four feet or 
less of the den in which were sleeping four 
full grown Bengal tigers. All was quiet in 
that great tent, save now and then the dis- 
satisfied growl of a hungry lion in a distant 
cage or the whinneying of a black bear, as 
he swayed to and fro in his narrow quar- 
ters. My hero, resting his chin upon his 
hand, unfolded a much worn letter and 
spread it beside the picture of her whom he 
so loved. He read the letter carefully and 
then replaced it in his pocket. Was there 
a "glistening tear in his bright eye, as he 
cast a hasty glance around the tent to see if 
he was observed? Was there a tremor 
upon his lip, as he muttered something to 


himself while gazing for the last time at 
that face? Strong men have their weak 
points and he had his. For fully half an 
hour he sat as motionless as a statue, pay- 
ing no heed to aught that passed around 
him, but thinking of the happy years that 
had gone by. Then his head slowly sank 
towards his knee, his uniform cap, which 
had been held in one hand, dropped to the 
ground, and his heavy breathing told that 
the lion tamer slept. But in what a place! 

A great head was slowly uplifted from the 
straw and shavings with which the bottom 
of the tigers’ den was strewn. A pair of 
glaring eyeballs was revealed, and the 
short, stumpy ears moved rapidly backward 
and forward and then were pressed close to 
the head. A long, wiry tail began to move 
slowly and nervously from side to side, in- 
creasing in force as the movement pro- 
gressed. A spasmodic twitching and snap- 
ping of the monster’s jaws, inaudible of 
course, revealing a set of fangs capable of 
crushing the life out of a human being in an 
instant. The long, supple body of the great 
brute was pressed close to the floor of the 
den as if its owner were conscious of the 
treachery he intended and wished to con- 
ceal himself. The tawny hair upon his 
back bristled, and the wriggling motion of 
the body showed only too plainly that a 
tragedy was brewing. 


admiring thousands who were assembled 


there. The music was wafted through the | 


entrance of the managerie tent in delight- 
ful strains, and the cheers of the people 
were almost continuous. Still the lon 
tamer slept. Did he dream of home and of 
that mother whose face he had just seen? 
His thoughts were pleasant, for there was a 
happy smile upon his face as he slept. 

The crouching form in the cage had now 
been pressed even closer to the floor. Only 
the fiery eyes and the gleaming teeth of the 
monster were visible. Suddenly there was 


a slight rustling of the straw and a mon- | 


strous paw, soft as velvet, protruded from 
between the iron bars of the prison. A 
tawny limb, upon which the powerful mtis- 
cles stood out in knots, slowly followed. 
Its progress was painfully slow. Now and 
then there was a flash of those terrible 
white claws as they were unsheathed 
through the nervous action of the tiger. 
The great paw slowly but surely decreased 
the inanie between it and the head of the 
sleeping man. Would no help come? Was 


he a doomed man? 

**Drop, Billy! oma for God’s sake!” 
screamed a fellow-keeper who, just in the 
nick of time, had turned his head in the 
direction of the lion tamer. Force of habit, 
perhaps, or intuition of danger caused 
instant obedience. The sleeping man 
dropped off his stool as if he were shot. 
Quick though the act had been, the great 
eat had been quicker. 
ning-like stroke of that giant paw, a savage 
growl and a spurt of red blood, as the lion 
tamer rolled to the ground. But his life 
had been saved, even though it were by a 
hair’s breadth. 

It was shortly after this occurrence that 
the remark introducing Mr. Winner, was 
made. He had escaped with only a scratch, 
and passed it off as an every-day occurence, 
T had asked him how it happened. He told 
me. His fit of ‘‘the blues” still having full 
possession of his mind, he uttered the words 
as I have given them. 

**T wonder how [ll end up?” he contin- 
ued as he resumed his seat after attending 
to the tiger with aclub. ‘‘Seems to be my 
luck to get knocked ont about once a year 
of late, but I guess I wasn’t born to be 
killed by wild animals, after all. Looks 
suspicious don’t it?” and as he spoke he 


While all this was | 
taking place, the merry-makers in the cir- | 
cus tent were receiving the plaudits of the | 


There was a lght- | 








| In the winter of 1867 the great fire in Barn- 
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made a circular motion round his neck with- 
his hand and ended with an upward jerk and 
a sharp click, in imitation of a broken bone. 

‘Tell you some of my adventures with 
the varmints? Well, how shall I begin? 
Take my war map, as I call all these scars, 
for a sort of programme and tell you about 
*em all? Why, it would fill up your maga- 
zine and people wouldn’t bother to read it. 
What do the people care for the story of an 
old lion tamer?” 

** That terrible hole in your head, where 
the skull was broken in,” I suggested. 

‘* Well, that was rather a nasty scrape, 
Til admit. That was done right in the city 
of New York in Barnum’s Museum, when it 
was in what was known as the Chinese 
Assembly Building on Broadway. I first | 
went there in the winter of 1866, and was 
given charge of a cage containing an Asiatic 
lion, an African lion, a Brazilian leopard, 
and an African tiger. The lion and tiger 
from Africa didn’t seem to agree very well, 
although the den was called ‘‘ The Happy 
Family.” Fierce fights were of almost 
daily occurrence. Well, one afternoon 
they commenced to fight and we drove 
them apart with pitchforks. They went at 
it again, and again we separated them. In 
the evening there was a big crowd of people 
in the museum and they thought they 
would show off and fight a little for the 





amusement of the spectators. At it they 
went, and it was the most desperate fight I 
ever saw or ever want to. Their growls and 
roars frightened the women and children 
and almost made a panic. I was asked by 
the superintendent to go into the cage and 
club them apart. I have a very distinct 
recollection that I did so. I opened the 


door and jumped in with the combatants | 


and was at them with a club before they | 
knew what was up. 
know it, but it’s a fact,—that if you hit any 
vat animal on the bridge of the nose they 
can’t do anything to you, until they have 
sneezed, don’t know why, but it is a 
physical fact. Well, hit a lion on the nose 
and he’ll shake his head and sneeze. 
he’s doing that hit him again on the nose 
and you'll knock him senseless for a min- 
ute. There was some pretty lively sneez- 
ing in there after I got warmed up to the 
job, I tell you. I separated the animals, 
closed the swing door in the middle of the 
cage to keep them apart, and retreated to 
the apartment in the cage occupied by the 
other lion and the leopard. They were al- 
ways docile enough, but they were ruffled 
about the fight I guess, for just as I was 
backing through the door I saw more stars 
than there are in all the books on astronomy 
put together. I didn’t know for two 
months after that what the meteoric shower 
was, but I have been told that I was 
knocked about twenty feet outside the 
guard ropes, by that Asiatic lion. They 
carried me over toa drug store at Prince 
street and Broadway, where a doctor took 
out several pieces of bone and sent me to 
Bellevue Hospital to be laid out, as he said 
I would be dead in a couple of hours. Six 
months later I was back again working with 
the animals. In 1874, while in St. Louis, I 
had an operation performed by Drs. Drake 
and McDowell, who trepanned the wound 


and removed another piece of bone. It | 
hasn’t ever troubled me since.” 
I could seareely believe my eyes. Such 


a wound I had never seen upon a living 
man before. A deep indentation, covered 
only by the sealp through which the pul- 
sations of the brain could be plainly felt? | 
The lion tamer remained for several sea- 
sons in the employ of the museum, travel- 
ing during the summer season with the 
Van Amburg Cireus throughout the West. 





wm’s Museum oecurred. Mr. Winner’s ad- 


Now, maybe you don't 


While | 








venture with the Brazilian leopard, that 
night, a partial account of which appeared 
in the New York newspapers at the time is 
interesting. 

**T did something that night that never 
was done before and never will be done 
again. I carried a leopard weighing nearly 
three hundred pounds out of that burning 
building, across the street to a restaurant, 
where he got away from me, cleared out the 
house of all its occupants, and was recap- 
tured by myself and Charles Hazleton, a 
well-known New York journalist at present 
connected with the Jilustrated News. 
The leopard was my pet. I didn’t want 
him to burn, and I knew if I turned him 
loose he’d killa dozen people. I also knew 
thatit would be foolhardy to attempt to lead 
him with a chain in his frightened condi- 
tion, so I determined to carry him. I went 
into his cage, picked him up bodily, and 
started out with him. The poor beast was 
so frightened that he clung to me like a 
baby, only he was so strong that he almost 
hugged the breath out of me. I spoke to 
him every step and caressed him with my 
face, rubbing it against his, until I had 





reached a point in the middle of the street 


opposite the burning building. There 
Charles Hazleton met me. He is as brave 
amanas I ever knew, and volunteered at 
once to carry the hindquarters of Mr. Leop- 
ard if I would attend to his head. But 
Charle was so excited that he had little if 
any sense left, so, instead of getting a good 
grip on his one hundred and fifty pound 


end of the job, he took him by the tail with 


one hand. Of course there was trouble. 
The leopard was badly seared and fought 
hard to get away. He bit me a dozen times 
and caught Charlie once or twice pretty 
hard, but he held on. He had more nerve 
than all the reporters I ever saw put to- 
gether. Finally we got him fast again and 
started on. We entered the restaurant door, 
and there Charlie’s carelessness caused him 
to fall over something. Down he went, 
pulling the leopard on top of him, and I fol- 
lowed suit. The people in the restaurant 
had other engagements just about then, 
and the leopard had it all his own way. 
He upset all the tables, chairs and glass- 
ware in sight and was as crazy as a loon, 
He came around toward me and I landed 


}a blow on his nose with the leg of a table 


that floored him. Then Charlie and I 
caught him in our arms and carried him 
down cellar where we put him into a dry 
goods box that had served as a coal bin, 
and we had him fast. That wasn’t any- 
thing to speak of, but it was rather a lipele 
adventure.” 

** How did I lose half of my right hand? 
Oh, that was eaten by a hyena, in the Zoo- 
logical Gardens at St. Louis in 1877. I was 
overseer of the gardens at the time, and it 
was in saving the life of a hyena that I lost 
that hand. The superintendent, Mr. Kalb, 
purchased a striped hyena, full grown and 
as vicious as Old Nick himself, and directed 
me to put him in the same cage with four 
spotted hyenas. I called his attention to 
the difference in species and told him that 
the spotted devils would make a meal off 
their striped brother. ‘The order was per- 
emptory, however, and in he went. Oh! 
talk about. fights! It was touch and go 
with them. The whole lot of them pounced 
upon the new-comer and proceeded to eat 
him without the formality of kiling him. 
Then Mr. Kalb kindly suggested that I 
had better go in and get the new brute out. 
See this hand? Well, I went in and came 
out with «what’s left of it. I fought the 
brutes apart with a pitchfork and got the 
new hyena into a separate part of the cage, 
and he expressed his gratitude by snapping 
off my hand and swallowing it before my 
very eyes. Ugh! Hyenas are the meanest 
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varmints on earth. Id like to take this 
elub and go into that cage over there and 
beat the life out of every one of the snavrl- 
ing brutes.” 

**Here’s a little hole in the side of my 
face,” he continued, his memory evidentl 
refreshed by what he had already said.‘ 
got that in a way that I wouldn’t like re- 
peated. It used to be the correct thing, in 
the days when the lion tamers performed 
their pets in the cireus, for the trainer to 
close his act by putting his head in the 
mouth of the biggest lion in the den. I 
got that scar in Streator, Dl., when I was 
with the Van Amberg show in 1870. [ had 
all but finished my act and had my head in 
big Nero’s mouth, when some one hit him 
with a paper wad in the eye. Quick asa 
flash his jaws closed and I was bitten clear 
through the face. He dropped me instant- 
ly and was evidently sorry for what he had 
< fe for I never would believe that he did 
it intentionally. Iwas laid up three months 
with that wound. I had that most terrible 
of all diseases—lockjaw, and was twice given 
up for dead but here Iam to-day, to tell 
you the story. Another very close call for 
me came at a little town in Illinois shortly 
after that, with the Howe, Nixon and Cos- 
tello show. I had a very treacherous puma 
in aden of performing animals, and had a 
good deal of trouble with him. One day 
when I was leaving the cage he sprang up- 
on me from behind and made his teeth 
meetin my neck. The men fought hin off 
with clubs and pitchforks, and carried me 
out for dead. Mr. Costello had me taken 
toa drug store, and went off to arrange 
with an undertaker for my funeral. He 
took my measure for a coffin before he 
went, but I haven’t used it yet. While he 
was away I opened my eyes and asked fora 





drink. Four weeks later 1 was at work again. 
“Secrets? No, Ihave no secrets in the 


business whatever. Brute forceis the only 
thing by which lions, tigers, leopards or 
animals of their ilk can be made to obey 
man. Teach them to fear you and they 
will mind you. Has the human eye any 
power over them? Not much. That’s a 
Mother Goose fable. Look a lion straight 
in the eye and if you keep it up half a min- 
ute the chances are he will bite that power- 
ful eye right out of your head, and take what 
ever else he could while doing it. That’s 
all nonsense. A club, a rawhide whip as 
thick as your wrist, and plenty of pluck is 
the at in trade of a professional lion 
tamer.” 

I could have listened to him all night. 
Never before had I heard such an interest- 
ing story of events in the life of one man. 
In the foregoing narrative I have given 
only a few of the many adventures that 
have fallen to the lot of this strange char- 
acter. A narration of them all would fill a 
volume. His stories of life in the army 
during the War of the Rebellion are full of 
adventure and thrilling situations. He 
fought in twelve battles, was three times a 
prisoner in rebel prisons, was an inmate of 
the terrible Libby, at Richmond, from 
which he escaped. He underwent hun- 
dreds of thrilling adventures as a scout. 
Truly his is a wonderful history and is per- 
haps without a parallel in the annals of the 
world.—Cosmopolitan for September. 


There is a pleasant story of a rebuke once 
administered by Admiral Farragut in a 
most neat and decorous, but very effective 
manner, to a tobacco-smoking bishop. At 
dinner with Farragut, and after the meal 
was over, the bishop, about to select a 
cigar, offered the bunch to the sailor. 
** Have a cigar, admiral?” said he. ‘‘ No, 
bishop,” said the admiral, with a quizzical 
glauce, ‘‘I don’t smoke—I swear a little, 
sometimes.” 














COLLEGE CRIES. 





Harvard: ‘‘ Johnny get your gun, 91!” 
_ Dickinson: ‘* Hoo-rah-roo-1892-'92-Dick- 
in-son! ” 

Columbia: 
b-i-a, ’89!” 

Amherst: ‘ Hal-lab-aloo, 
Amherst, 792!” 

Williams: ‘* Hi-O-Ki-O-Ya-Ya-Duo-Koi- | 
etiena-outa! ” 

Wesleyan: ‘‘ Kola, Kata, Wesleiana, ’92, 
92. Rah, Rah, Rah!” 

Syracuse: ‘‘ What, who—ninety-two—ne 
plus ultra ninety-two.” 

Lafayette: ‘‘ Rah! rah! 
non-a-ginta! Laf-ay-ette!” 

Bowdoin: ‘* Rah! Rah! Rah! Hullabaloo, 
Bowdoin, Bowdoin, ninety-two.” 

Rutgers: ‘* Wish-la-ha! Wish-la-hoo! 
Eighteen-hundred-and-ninety-two! ” 

Union: ‘‘Ra! Ra! Ra! Ru! Ru! Ru! 
Boom-a-ling, boom-a-ling, Ninety-two!” 

Trinity: ‘‘ Trin-I-tee! Trin-I-tee! How 
are you? We’re all right. We're ’92.” 

Hopkins: ‘‘ Ninety—Ninety—Great and 
Mighty—Hoo-rah-hoo for class of 90.” 

DoD « 

Pennsylvania: ‘‘ MDCCC Ninety-two! U. 
of P.! Rah! Rah! Rah! Oh! Soph!” 

Cornell: ‘‘ Nine-ty two, Oh! Nine-ty two. 
We are the stuff; we are the stuff!—scat! ” | 

Stevens: ‘‘ Rah, Rah, Gray! Rah, Rah, | 
Blue! Boom, Rah, Stevens! Ninety-two!” | 

Yale: ‘‘ Bric-a-kex-kex, coax, coax, bric- 
a-kex-kex, coax, coax, whuop, whuop, par- 
abaloo, ’92.” 

Dartmouth: ‘‘ Wah-hoo-wah! 
wah! Da-da-da-da-Dartmouth! 
Two! T-i-g-e-r-r-r-r! ” 


** Rah—rah—rah! C-o-l-u-m- 


hal-lab-aloo, 


rah! Duo et 


Wah-hoo- 
Ninety- 


&li Perkins Tells a Temperance Story. 


John Jones began at the age of fifteen to 
build a monument, and finished it at fifty. 
He worked night and day, often all night) 
long, and on the Sabbath. He seemed to) 
be in a great hurry to get it done. He) 
spent all the money he earned upon it— 
some say $50,000. Then he borrowed all 
he could; and when no one would loan 
him any more, he would take his wife’s 
dresses, and the bedelothes, and many 
other valuable things in his home, and sell 
them to get more money to finish that 
monument. 

They say he came home one day, and 
was about to take the blankets that lay 
over his sleeping baby to keep him warm, 
and his wife tried to stop him ; but he drew | 
back his fist and knocked her down, and. 
then went away with the blankets and 
never brought them back, and the poor) 
baby sickened and died from the exposure. 
At last there was not anything in the house. 
The poor, heart-broken wife soon followed | 
the baby to the grave. Yet John Jones | 
kept working all the more at the monu-| 
ment. I saw him when he was about fifty. 
The monument was nearly done; but he 
had worked so hard at it that I hardly 
knew him, he wasso worn ; his clothes were 
all in tatters, and his hands and face, in- 
deed his whole body, were covered with 
sears which he got in laying up some of the 
stones. And the wretched man had been 
so little in good society all the while that 
he was building, that he had forgotten how 
to use the English language ; his tongue 
had somehow become very thick, and when 
he tried to speak, out would come an oath. 

That may appear strange, but I have 
observed that all who build such monu- 
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Now, come with me and I will show you 
John’s monument. It standsin a beautiful 
part of the city, where five streets meet. 
Most men put such things in a cemetery ; 
but John had his own way, and put it in 
one of the finest lots to be found. 

** Does it look like Bunker Hill Monu- 
ment?” asks little Amy Arlott by my side. 

Not at all. John didn’t want to be re- 
membered that way. He might have taken 
that $50,000 and built an asylum for poor 
little children that have no home, and 
people would have called the asylum his 
monument, 

But here we are at the front door. It is 
a grand house! Itis high and large, with 
great halls and towers, and velvet carpets, 
elegant mirrors and a piano, and I know 
not what all—so rich and grand ! 

This is John Jones’ monument! And 
the man who sold John nearly all the 
whiskey he drank, lives here with his family; 
and they all dress in the richest and finest 
clothes. 

Do you understand it ? 


He Knew the Boy. 
Once upon a time there was a schoolmas- 
ter who was placed over a new school. His 
pride was aroused, and he wanted to make 
that just the very best school that ever was. 
He pondered over it a good while, and 
then he concluded that the best way to get 
at his object was to rouse a spirit of self- 
respect and self-improvement in the pupils. 
So one day he talked to them quite earnest- 
ly, and finally he said, thinking he had 
made the subject very plain to them all: 

‘‘Now, boys, I believe there’s just one 
way to do this thing. If each one of you 
will make up his mind to mend one boy of 
his faults, the whole school will be improved 
in a very short time.” 

** All right, sir,” spoke up little Jimmy 
Eaton, who had been very much interested 
in the discussion; ‘‘ T’ll mend Jack Wyeth.” 

The whole school laughed aloud, for it 
seemed funny that the only boy who had 
not understood what the teacher meant was 
the one to be so eager to answer. 

But, boys, I wonder how many of you, if 
your name had been Jimmy Eaton, would 
have made up your mind to mend Jimmy 
Eaton instead of Jack Wyeth. It is so eas 
to try to mend other folks, and so mue 
pleasanter to note other people’s faults in- 
stead of our own. If you see faults in your 
schoolmates, don’t talk about it or them, 
but just say to yourself: 

That looks pretty bad in Jack. I wonder 
if I do anything like that. 

If, on self-examination, you find that you 
do, just struggle your best to mend it. Or 
if you find you hayen’t that particular fault, 
pick out some other from your own, and 
the chances are ten to one that by the time 
‘you have corrected yours, he will have cor- 
rected his, especially if he notices you try- 
ing to break yourself of the habit, what- 
ever itmay be.—Golden Days. 


A Ruling Passion With Him. 





The inquisitive traveller had sat along- 
side his one-legged victim till everyboc r 
had turned in, and still plied him wit 
questions till he wished he had died at am- 
putation. 

‘* How did you lose your leg?” he asked, 
as a clincher. : 

‘* Well, I'll tell you if you promise not to 
ask any more questions.” 

‘All right; [ won’t.” 

“Tt was bit off.” 

‘‘ Good-night; am going to bed; but I'd 





ments as John’s prefer oaths to any other 
word, 


like mighty well to know what bit it off.”— 
Chicago Times, 
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ONE GIRL’S EXPERIMENT. 


BY GRACE GREENLEAF. 


[FTY RODS from the shore of Mirror 
Lake, one of those small but beautiful 
sheets of water of which the Green Mount- 
ain State has many, is a frame house, now 
grown somewhat rusty, surrounded by a 
half dozen venerable maples, while across 
the grass-grown road three elms wave their | 
lofty branches, and a majestic pine sends | 
its fragrance out on every passing breeze. 

The farm-house was occupied by Uncle 
Abner Wilson, his wife, known to every- 
body within a radius of five miles as ‘‘Aunt 
Betsey,” and their daughter, Maud, aged 
eighteen. These three, with such hired 
help as the farm work demanded, comprised 
the family. 

Mr. Wilson was once ‘‘ well off,” but be- 
cause of the endorsement of a note for a 
neighbor his savings had been swept away, 
and a heavy mortgage placed on his farm. 
He was growing old, too,-and the burdens 
now upon his shoulders were bending them 
down. 

This fact Maud could not fail to notice, 
and with increasing anxiety. Suitors not a 
few were eager for her hand, for she was 
comely, intelligent, ‘‘ full of business,”’ the 
neighbors said, and a girl that any man 
might be proud to wed. The accepted one, 
rising young Doctor Jones, of Southville, 
the near-by county seat, where she had at 
tended school, had been told that he must 
‘* wait,’ for her duty wasat home. Accept- 
ing the situation, his ‘‘ calls” were regular 
every alternate Saturday evening, and now 
and then through the week, when a visit to 
a patient allowed, he would make a passing 
call at the old farm-house. 

Mirror Lake was a favorite fishing and 
pienie resort for the country folk for miles 
around, and in her efforts to devise some 
means of lifting the burdens from her par- 
ents it occurred to Mand that the old farm- 
house might be turned into a boarding- 
house, and if well filled with city people the 
venture would pay well. 

She thought well of the matter, and de- 
cided that she could carry out the plan. Up- 
on suggesting it to her parents she was met 
with a degree of opposition, but she was | 
prepared for this and was soon able to gain 
their consent. 

At his next visit ‘‘ Charlie” was consulted, 
and on his return to Southville he carried 








to the office of the leading paper this notice: 
_“ Boarpers,—Pleasant country board roomy 
farm-house, near small lake. Good table, plenty of 
milk, cream and fruit. Terms reasonabl: idress W., 


Southville, Vt.” 


The same notice was also sent to one Bos- 
ton and one New York daily. ‘The cost for | 
all was but a few dollars. 

Charlie agreed to call tor the letters at 
the Southville post office, and deliver them 
as soon as possible. It was about the mid- 
dle of May when the advertisements were 
sent out, and five days later six letters of 
inquiry had been received, and when the 
weekly paper was out four others came. 
These were promptly answered, and the 
result was that by the first of June Maud 
had arranged for seven boarders, four ladies 


/and everything was in readiness for tlre ex- 
| pected guests. 


|entirely from the products of the farm, a 


been sold, yet the net returns were much 


| to 
‘mother seemed actually to have grown 





and three children. 

At the utmost she could only have accom- 
modated three more, and as one of the 
gentlemen wrote that if his wife liked th 
place he should probably wish fo spend the | 
month of August with her, she did not think 
it best to try to secure other boarders. 


‘PLAIN (RAGES 





One lady, with two children and a nurse, | 
was to come by the middle of June, while 
the other party would not arrive until July 
first. 

Mr. Wilson had always been a good gard- 
ener, and for a year or two Maud had been 
interested in strawberry culture, so that 
she eould give her friends plenty of early 
vegetables and such berries, fresh from the 
vines, as no city dealer could supply. Her 
poultry, too, had been a matter of pride 
with her in the past, and now the fresh 
eges could be put to a better use than sell- 
ing them at the grocer’s. 

She arranged with the daughter of one of 
the neighbors to help her during the sum- 
mer, and had the girl commence work at 
once, for she wisely decided that the sue- 
cess of her summer’s experiment would 
largely depend on her keeping in good 
health and strength. It was no small un- 
dertaking for a girl of eighteen to enter 
into and she heeded Charlie’s demands and 
her own convictions. 

The house was put in order, a little paint 
and paper used where it seemed necessary, 


In due time they arrived and were 
thoroughly pleased with their location, and, 
indeed, it could not well be otherwise. The 
farm-house was cool and breezy. There 
were plenty of safe fishing boats on the 
lake, a half-dozen sail boats and a small 
steam yacht. The maple groves in the 
neighborhood of the house afforded the 
quietest and coolest of reading places, and 





all in all, the boarders said they were never 
in a» more delightful summer boarding- 
place. 

Mand gave her special attention to the 
table, and furnished her guests such a vari- 
ety of wholesome, well-cooked and well- 
served country fare that no cause of com- 
plaint was left. The waters of the lake 
furnished the finest and freshest of fish, 
and the ladies often tried their skill at cap- 
turing them. 

In August the New York gentleman came 
on, accompanied by his son, and remained 
through the entire month. Doctor Charlie 
came over often, sometimes bringing with 
him a friend, and the hills across the lake 
echoed back the merry song. 

Some of the guests lingered long, but by 
October all had departed. After paying all 
the expenses, Mand found that she had to 
show for her summer’s anxiety and hard 
work the handsome sum of $500. To be} 
sure, the table had been supplied almost 





portion of which would otherwise have 
greater than she even dared hope. 

She reserved $50 of this ‘‘for next sum- 
mer’s expenses,” she said, putting it in the 
bank at Southville, and the remainder went 
pay the mortgage. Her father and 


younger, and she was amply repaid for all. 

Five of her guests engaged board for the 
next season, and promised to bring friends 
enough with them, if possible, to fill the 
house. This promise was well kept, and 
during the season just past, Miss Maud en- 
tertained ten city friends at Mirror Lake, 
and was thus enabled to free the farm from 
the mortgage. 

Next year the enterprise will be in other 
hands, for the mortgage is paid, and, be- 
sides, Doctor Charlie’s practice is increas- 
ing so fast that it will be absolutely neces- 
sary for him to take a ‘‘ partner” by 
Christmas. 


‘““T do not need to do any worrying in 
this life,” said one friend, good-naturedly, 
to another; ‘‘ my wife attends to the anxiety 
department in our household,” 





Decorated Goblets. 





An interesting home-made method of 
natural decoration consists simply in tak- 
ing a glass or goblet and placing in the 
interior a little common salt water. In a 
day or so a slight mist will be seen upon 
the glass—hourly this will grow, until in a 
very short time the glass will present a 
beautiful appearance, the glass being en- 
larged to twice its thickness and covered 
with beautiful salt crystals, packed upon 
one another exactly like some peculiar fun- 
gus or animal growth. Itis necessary to 
place a dish beneath the glass, as the 
Ee paw will run over, if the term can be 
used. 

The glass can be made additionally beauti- 
ful by placing in the water some common 
red ink; this will be absorbed, as it were, 
and the white surface covered with a rich 
red coat, which in turn can be covered by 
blue or any color by the introduction of 
inks or tints. No more simple method of 
producing inexpensive and beautiful orna- 
ments can be imagined, and by using diffe- 
rent shapes of vases and shades, an endless 
variety of beautiful forms ean be produced, 


Frames of Sea Shells. 

The part of the frame that is to be orna- 
mented with shells must be covered thickly 
with fresh putty. Press the shell down 
into the putty nearly or quite to the top 
edge of the shell; form flowers or any fancy 
design, then cut away any of the super- 
fluous putty that remains, using a sharp 
penknife. if any should unavoidably show 
it can be colored pink. Let the frame re- 
main in a flat condition until the putty 
hardens. 


Home Made Stamping Paper. 
Stamping paper may be made at home 
by greasing a piece of tough paper, then 
sprinkle it with the powdered blueing. 
Rub the blue over the paper until it looks 
uniform, and let it dry for a few days. Lay 
this paper, with the pita side down, on any 
article to be stamped, lay the pattern you 
wish to trace over this, and with a sharp 
pencil or knitting needle follow the lines of 
the pattern, using some pressure. When 
you remove the paper you will find the 

pattern nicely marked on your goods, 


Book Marks. 

Seal an envelope and cut off the corners, 
having them about three inches on the 
straight edges; now cut two half squares of 
silk which must measure about four inches 
on the straight sides, paint some pretty lit- 
tle flower on one or both sides, fringe the 
straight parts (by pulling out the warp from 
one edge and the filing from the other), 
then with some nice mucilage, paste the 
pieces of silk one on each side of the corner 
of the envelope, and you have the prettiest 
little book mark ever seen, It is to slip on 
over the corner of a leaf, and you can tell 
at a glance just where to open your book. 
They form one of the few presents adapted 
to gentlemen’s use. 


Miss M. E. Orr is said to be the fastest 
woman type-writing operator in the world. 
In a recent type-writing tournament her 
average was ninety-five and one-fifth words 
a minute. 


Mother—‘‘I am afraid Mr. Criscross is 
not serious in his intentions.” 

Daughter—‘‘ He is awfully bashful, you 
know; he is offering himself piecemeal. 
Last night he wanted me to take his arm.” 


MEIN LALA ' 


A Maze. 


GAMES AND PASTIMES. © SM 


Contributions for this department solicited from all | the center of the maze without 
readers, r li , T ? ? 
any lines. You may make a few false start 
and wrong turns, but patience will at last 
| crown your efforts with success. 


CYOSSINY 


Shadow Animals. 


Shadow figures, made upon the wall or a 
suspended sheet, create much amusement | 
among the younger people. It is all very 
easy When you know how, and the accom- 
panying illustrations will make plain the 
method of producing a dozen different. fig- 


ures, 
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Forfeits for Fun. 
ee 
A few amusing forfeits, which will make 

‘the company laugh and not offend the per- | 
son called upon to pay them, are herewith | 
given: 
| 1. Puta newspaper on the floor in sucha 

way that two persons can stand on it and 

not be able to touch each other with their 

hands. By putting the paper in the door- 

way, one-half inside and the other half out- 

side the room, and closing the door over it, 
ithe two persons can easily stand upon it 

and still be beyond each other’s reach. 





ONKRY. 
oe ‘ERISUBER: 


| 2 Go out of the room with two lees and | 
come in with six. Not difficult if one 


| thinks to bring a chair along on the return. 

| 3. To act the dumb servant. The person 

| having the forfeit to pay must act out the | 
answers to the questions put by the mas 

ter of ceremonies, as ‘‘ How do you make | 
bread?” ‘‘How do you eat soup?” ete. 

This forfeit will cause much merriment if 

proper questions are put. 

4, Put one hand where the other cannot 
tonch it. One ean get out of this difficulty 
by putting one hand on the elbow of the 
other arm. | 

5. Place a pencil on the floor so that no 
one can jump over it. May be done by put- | 
ting it close to the wall of the room. 

6. Put a question that no one can answer 
with a ‘‘no.” Thisis not hard if one thinks 
to ask, ‘‘ What does y—e—s spell?” 

7. Put yourself through a keyhole, ‘This 
was a great puzzle to us for awhile, but | 
when the word ‘‘ yourself” was written 
upon a piece of paper and pushed through | 
the hole, it was all clear. | 





BEAR. 


BABBIT 


Conundrums. 


What is the best remedy for a ‘“ dead- | 
lock?” —A ‘‘skeleton key,” to be sure. 

What is it that makes everything else 
visible, but is itself unseen ?—Light. 

Why isa blush like a little girl?—Because 
it becomes a woman. 

Why is a washerwoman the most cruel 
person in the world?—Because she daily 
wrings men’s bosoms. l 


Just tack this legend on your door 
For those who’re going through it 

‘** Please take this door along with you 
As far as you can do it,” 


JOURNALISTS 
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The new reptile-house in the Zoo was 
opened October 14, and hundreds of visitors 
admired the beatity of the new home of the 
serpents. It is far prettier than the ser- 
pent house in the London Zoo though cost- 
ing much less money. The building is 
built of brick and glass. There is a main 
building thirty-six feet square, and on the 
east and west sides are two new wings of 
oval shape and twenty-eight feet long and 
thirty-two feet wide, making the building 
ninety-two feet long. 

The glass roof of the wings bulge out 
from the main building with symmetrical 
beauty, making the house like a grand con- 
servatory. The main building, which was 
originally the aviary, is filled with buff- 
tinted tiles with terra cotta edging. The 
wall of the new wings are lined with enam- 
elled bricks, and a wainscotting of enam- 
elled bricks runs around the walls of the 
main building, while above it the walls are 
plastered and tinted a delicate cream. white. 

Stained glass fills the double door and 
windows on the front of the main building, 
and with the creeping vines that shade the 
front make a picturesque effect. A foun- 
tain shoots up its silvery spray above the 
neat tank of the crocodiles in the centre of 
the main building, and between hanging 
plants and baskets of flowers sweet-voiced 
birds mingle their melody from glittering 
cages. 

The two back corners of the main build- 
ing are banked up with choice plants, and 
there will be flowers blooming in the ser- 
pents’ home all winter. The east wing is 
lined with cherry wood frames and plate- 
glass cases seven feet high and nine feet 
wide, which are the homes of the tree-climb- 
ing snakes. These snakes live on natural 
ground, and real trees and plants grow in 
the big cases. Every case is reached by 
the sun. The heating pipes are so arranged 
that in blizzard weather the snakes can be 
right over the pipes, but no matter how 
high the temperature of the cages the tem- 
perature of the building will never be dis- 
agreeable to visitors. 

The west wing has a curving row of plate- 
glass cases for the snakes that don’t climb. 
They are the homes of the venomous and 
ground snakes. All their surroundings are 
natural, and snakes can be seen in the new 
reptile-house as one sees them in nature. 
The cases in the west wing are not as large 
as in the east.wing, but around the walls of 
the main building are large cases for sala- 
manders, hell-benders, and other water 
reptiles of their class, and gigantic man- 
eating crocodiles and tiny turtles sleeps to- 
gether in the waters of the big tank in the 
centre of the building. 

The collection of reptiles in the Zoo is 
the best in this country, and Superintend- 
ent Brown hopes to make it the best in the 
world. The east wing is filled with a typ- 
ical collection of boa constrictors. ‘lhe 
great Indian python lives next door to the 
royal python from West Africa, while the 
South American constrictor hisses through 
the plate glass at the beautiful anaconda 
from Brazil and the Cuban tree boa, and 
the Australian boa, or carpet snake, curl 
themselves in adjoining cases. 

The collection of lzards and common 
snakes is a great One, and the new west 
wing has many attractions to draw the visi- 
tors. 

The gigantic salamanders from Japan 





» PIAL. “Fl inl 


were watched by the crowds yesterday, 
while everybody stopped to look at the 
'‘*Gila monster.” He was formerly an 
Arizona terror, and is the only venomous 
lizard known. It is the same ‘‘ Gila mon- 
ster’ who killed a man in Tombstone six 
weeks ago. He is slow and sluggish in his 
movement, but is a regular terror when 
aroused. Near him is the beautiful starred 
tortoise from Madagascar. He is black, 
with yellow marks that radiate like a star. 
This is the first attempt to keep snakes 
with all the surroundings of nature, and 
Superintendent Brown is determined to 
make it a striking feature of the Zoo. The 
work on the building was begun last June, 
and was only completed on October 13. The 
artistic home of the reptiles was designed 
by Superintendent Brown, who gave two 
years’ study to the subject in order to make 
it the finest reptile house in the world.— 
Philadelphia Times. 





The Agassiz Association. 

The organization known as the Agassiz 
Association is doing much to popularize the 
study of natural history, and we advise all 
our readers to interest themselves in the 
association if possible. We are glad to give 
space to the following prospectus: 

‘The Agassiz Association is a society for 
the personal observation of nature. It is 
an affiliation of local societies, called chap- 
ters, having a common name, constitution, 
and badge, but free to follow their own 
pursuits under the direction of the presi- 
dent. The smallest number of persons per- 
mitted to organize a chapter is four. There 
is no entrance fee for chapters, nor are 
there any assessments or dues. Exchanges 
among members of the A. A. are advertised 
in The Swiss Cross (published at 47 La- 
fayette Place, N. Y. City) free of charge. 
The only necessary expense for chapters is 
60 cents for the association handbook. En- 
eraved charters for framing are supplied to 
new chapters at 75 cents each. Individuals 
may join the A. A. without organizing a 
chapter, and are charged a registration fee 
of 50 cents. Full information is to be found 
in the A. A. Handbook, for which address 
the editor, Mr. H. H. Ballard, Pittsfield, 
Mass. The Agassiz Association welcomes 
members at all ages, about one-fourth of 
the actual membership being adult.” 


How Ants Unwing Themselves. 


Recently I saw many large ants flying. 
In the evening I saw one divest itself of its 
wings. The wings were bent forward as 
far as possible, then the hind legs were 
raised so as to push the wings still further 
front until they snapped off. It required 
several attempts. It oceurred to me that 
possibly nourishment stops going into the 
wings for a time before they are to be re- 
moved, thus rendering them brittle, for I 
saw several ants alight, bend their wings 
forward as if trying them, and then fly 
away again.—Fanny FB. Langdon in Swiss 
CTVOS8s. 


A collection of minerals, Indian relics, 
fossils and curios will be sold at auction at 
739 Broadway, New York, by Messrs. Bangs 
& Co., on Friday afternoon, Nov. 16th. 


Sailors believe religiously that the frigate 
bird can start at daybreak with the trade 
winds from the coast of Africa and roost the 
same night on the American shore. Whether 
or not this is a fact has not yet been conclu- 
sively determined, but it is certain that the 
bird is the swiftest of winged creatures, and 
is able to fly, under favoring conditions, 200 
| miles an hour. 











Miniature Beavers. 

A host of creatures besides birds love the 
stream. Water hens lead out their black 
downy broods beneath the overhanging 
thorns, and all along the marge the water 
voles are busily gnawing such of the plants 
as are of a sweet saccharine nature. The 
volesare the ‘‘ water rats” of the country 
folk, but are harmless and unoffending 
creatures, living exclusively on a vegetable 
diet. They are, in fact, miniature beavers. 
Here and there the loamy banks have 
fallen in, and along the faces of these 
the bank swallows have drilled their re- 
treat. These are either flying in and out 
or feeding their young, which are perched 
on rails running down to the stream. Ever 
and anon there runs out from the bank a 
graceful little creature with a long mobile 
taper snout. It rummages among the dead 
leaves and pebbles at the bottom: of the 
stream, and then returns to the side with 
some insect to eat at leisure. 








Hints for the Conchologists. 


Many species of marine and fresh-water 
shells are composed of mother-of-pearl, 
generally covered with a thick epidermis. 
When it is wished to show the external 
structure of the shells, the epidermis must 
be removed, and the outer testaceous coat- 
ing polished down, till the pearlaceous 
structure becomes visible. It has been a 
common practice to remove the thick epi- 
dermis by means of strong acids, but this 
method is tedious, and is very liable to in- 
jure the shell. The best method is to put 
them into a pan of cold water, with a quan- 
tity of quicklime, and boil it from two to 
three hours, according to the thickness of 
the epidermis. The shells must be allowed 
to cool gradually, then apply any strong 
acid and the epidermis will peel off. The 
shell should then be polished with rotten 
stone and oil, and lastly polished with a 
piece of chamois skin. 

Before putting fresh-water shells into 
the cabinet, they should be rubbed with a 
little sweet oil, which give the epidermis a 
finer appearance, and prevents it from 
cracking. 

In ‘* dead” shells, which present a chal- 
ky appearance, should be soaked in sweet 
oil and then rubbed dry, when the natural 
colors will again appear. 

To extract the animal from live shells; 
place them in a pan and pour hot water 
over them. Care should be taken to see 
that the water is not to hot. 

The best way to prepare small shells for 
the cabinet is to mount them on eards, the 
latter should be of one size. 

Delicate shells may be strengthened by 
applying a glue made of four parts of gum 
arabic and two parts of white sugar candy, 
to the under parts of the shell. 





Notes and Notions. 

Probably the largest private collection of 
birds’ eggs in the world is owned by Mr. 
William Sloate, of Wembdon, England. 
Nearly 2,400 species are catalogued, 

Entomologists will find the electric light 
an excellent attraction for all kind of in- 
sects. Many rare specimens may be ob- 
tained by a few hours spent near an elec- 
tric light are. ; ; 

John Colgin, of Hartford City, is the 
possessor of four young foxes that have 
been adopted by a cat on the premises, that 
seems to manifest as much maternal solici- 
tude and motherly fondness for them as 
though they were her own. The foxes have 
accepted the situation in a spirit of meek- 
ness, and are seemingly satisfied.—/ndian 
janolis Sentinel, 
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Original contributions solicited for this page. Send 
sketches, no matter how rough, with articles when 
possible, and illustrations will be made 


How to Make a Dart. 

The old-fashioned shingle dart is very 
easily made and will afford much amuse- 
ment to boys fond of outdoor sports. With 
the help of the illus- 
tration no difficulty 
-will be experienced in 
making one. First 
get a piece of shingle, 
say two inches wide, 
and cut out each side, 
leaving the thin end 
(A) the full width of 


the piece, cutting a 
noteh or other orna- 


ment in it, and point- 
ing the thick end (B). 
You next balance it on 
the edge of your knife 
and cut a noteh at the 
point where it bal- 
ances (C). You next 
make (D)a_ stick with 
a string to it and a 
; knot in the end (D), 
very much like a small whip. Putting the 
knot in the notch of the dart you take the 
sender (D) in your right hand, the head of 
the dart (A) lightly in your left; you then 
fling the sender forward with a quick move- 
ment of the right hand, letting go of the 
dart at the same moment with the left. It 
is a handy and harmless toy, and yet with a 
little practice you can fire it very straight. 
Try it, but be sure and not shoot at birds 
or animals. Put up an apple or an old hat 
and you can soon learn to hit it every time. 





A Cheap Binding. 

Directions for a cheap binding for papers 
or magazines is thus given: Pack the papers 
smoothly, hold firmly, and drive a thin 
chisel through the pile, about half an inch 
from the back. Push a strong tape through 
and leave out about two inches; put three 
or four tapes through at even intervals. 
Cut common thick paper boards large 
enough to projectza little everywhere, ex- 
cept that one edge must come front of the 
tapes. Draw the tapes tightly and glue 
down to the boards outside. Skive a piece 
of leather—common sheepskin will answer 
—wide enough to cover the back and come 
on the boards an inch or two, and long 
enough to project a couple of inches at the 
end. Paste the leather well; put it on the 
back; fold the ends in, so as to come over 
the boards on each side; and, lastly, paste 
the blank leaf down to the cover inside, 
and you have a presentable book, and very 
durable. Trimming the edges can be easi- 
ly done by clamping between boards and 
cutting the edges with a thin, sharp knife 
by a straight edge. Of course, this is done 
before the boards are put on, after the tapes 
arein. This makes a flat-edge book, but 
for a thin book answers very well. 


The Cinder in Your Eye. 





A few years since I was riding on an 
engine. The engineer threw open the front 
window, and I canght a cinder that gave 
me the most excruciating pain. I began to 
rub the eye with both hands. ‘* Let your 
eye alone and rub the other eye,” said the 
engineer. ‘‘T know you doctors think you 
know it all; but if you will let that eye 
alone and rub the other one, the cinder 
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will be out in two minutes,” he persisted. 
IT began to rub the other eye, and soon I 
felt the cinder down near the inner canthus, 
and made ready to take it ont. ‘ Let it 
alone and keep at the well eye,” 
the doctor pro tem. IT did so for a minute 
longer, and, looking in a small glass he 
gave me, L found the offender on my cheek. 
Since then [ have tried it many times, and 
have advised many others, and [ have never 
known it to fail in one instance (unless it 
was as sharp as a piece of steel, or some- 


thing that cut into the ball and required an | 


operation to remove it). Why it is so I do 
not know, but that it is so IT do know, and 
that one may be saved a deal of suffering if 
he will let the injured eye alone and rub 
the well eye.—Dr. R. W. St. Clair. 


Rolling Sheet Music, Magazines, etc. 


Few people understand the proper way 
of rolling music, magazines, cheap editions 
of novels, pamphlets, ete. It certainly is 
something of an annoyance, after remoy- 
ing the wrapper from a new song or novel, 
to be compelled to roll it the opposite di- 
rection two or three times before the leaves 
are in a condition favorable for reading. 
This nuisance may easily be obviated by 
rolling the package so that the title-page 
shall be on the outside, instead of the in- 
side, asis generally the case. When thus 
rolled the music ae, airs itself to the rack, 
and the pamphlet or magazine to comforta- 
ble perusal. 


To Cut a Bottle. 

A correspondent of the Chemist and 
Druggist, in describing how to make a 
percolator, mentions the following method 
of cutting a bottle: ‘‘I was first shown how 
to do it by an ingenious mechanic, and 
have since seen the same published in 
Spons’ ‘ Workshop Receipts.’ Putthe bot- 
tle on alevel foundation, and fill up with 
oil as far as you wish the line of separation 
to be. Next getarod of iron as large as 
possible, but small enough to go into the 
mouth of the bottle. Make the iron almost 
white-hot, and dip it into the oil. In a very 
short time a crack will be heard, when the 
iron can be taken out, and the bottle will 
be found as neatly cut as with a diamond. 
Should the bottle be very thick, and the 
erack not heard in a minute or so, a dash 
of cold water outside will settle the busi- 
ness.” 


Ink That Will Fade. 


To make an ink, black at the time of 
writing, but which shall disappear after a 
short time, boil nut valls in aqua vite, put 
Roman vitriol and salammoniac to it, when 
cold dissolve a little gum in it. Writing 
done with this ink will vanish in twenty-four 
hours. 


Say you were, not you was; it was I, or 


we, or they, not it was me, or us, or them; | 


fewer people were there, not less people; 
he taught me, not he learned me; he put it 
on the table, not onto the table; he advised 
or counselled me to use the book, not he 
recommended me to do so; she looks pretty 
to-day, not prettily, although we may say: 
‘She looked prettily at her friends while 
thanking them for their kindness.” Do 
not say ‘‘I done;” I did or have done is 
correct. So also ‘‘I seen” is a barbarism 
often encountered; I, you, we or they, was 
or have seen should be used instead. It is 
habitual with some people to speak of 
oysters as being ‘‘ healthy ” or the reverse. 
Be precise; an oyster may be in robust 
health, and as food is wholesome or not, 
according to the season, 


shouted | 
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DO YOU WANT ANY STAMPS ? 


DO YOU KNOW A GOOD THING WHEN YOU SEE IT? 
Compare these Prices with Scott's Catalogue, 
No order filled for any amount less than 25c. 


EXTRA On orders less than 1, 
of shortage, 


Postage 
ers less t Send ExTRA list in case 
This list is all UNusEn. 





Am. R. Tel., “collect,’’ le., brown 2 
“e ee & ef 
5e., blue. { 
‘“ p 
; 1 Vix , lake 6 
2Uc., slate... Pes | 
Argentine, 1884, 1-2c., brown 1 
“ “ ‘ 

1-2c., news Z 
Alsace and Loraine, 7 varieties. set.. 14 
Azores, 1883, 5 reis, slate. . 4 
‘f id Py Pater ete, Veda tek Mid kA TD ~ 
oe 10 green 4 
Bolivia, 1881, 5c., black s 3 
Bhopal, 1884, 1-4 anna, green _....... 2 
Brazil, 1878, 20 reis, violet ...... 4 
; athe i RY 
"1880, 10'reis, oranges, oy et. 2 ee 1 
British North Borneo, 1-2c., rose .... 4 

t orth Borneo, 1-2c., rose.......... 








/ ve BO oy DEO WE. fxn toes. » 
Confederate States, 1865, 5c. spOlen y's cb eR Oe aes 1 
Congo Free State, 1886, 5« Wveen! si. dee Bt rs 2 
Corea, 5 mons., carmine...,.............. 2 6 

Ty BING) saci oko ae ee 4 
[8 Sore orgnge: 22k 2). ea ee 5 
ee OO) te QICEN, 6 Saree tad pane vies . 5 
tals (1 toh Dlné and roses... ocd, <s55. bo ee 8 

Dece an, 1-2 anna, brown, envelope............... Senin 
Dominican Rep., 1885, lc., green........ 2 
Ecuador, dc., brown 2.0.0.2 5.003 gen 2 
Egypt, 1879; 0 paras, brown... <0. a. ee 2 
France, 1887, news band, Ic., black.................... 1 

“i 7. se er WC, | DROW EDjuee donates. eae ee 1 

é 5 Tee? BCA ted 37. ape ee bs 
Gibraltar, 1885, 1-9d.\ green... dss ho sadasen come, 2 
% 1882, Ic., black and green .............2.++. 1 
Hawaili,dc,, violets... \0 da .6u ces ae ee ee 2 
Les, DINE wc. sas = onal eer cicie <i aa 2 

> Le.’; Seen: «esa a ee eee 2 
lonian Islands, oranges, =. . 2: c.c. aces eee eee 2 
a > CAFMING 5 5d . usd Ths Cae ae eee 18 
Japan; 1876, Sisen? orange: .. 4.0.5.0 ke een 4 
fh LOOdy ASOT. TPE 2 cis ane. shia ee 4 

te vee) SOM SEO no care Pecn cee ahaa peters ‘ 

7. 4064.) sen’ | Dlite, news...) os Beene ake eee 6 
Kristianssund, 6 varieties, set............-2.-+-eeceees 18 
Malta, 188, 1-2d\., green? us....0020 9. ae eee ee eee 2 
Mauritius, 1849, blue (very cheap)............--+.++00- 4 
Mexico, 1885, 8e.; brownies. 2.05... ee ee 5 
Monaco, 1885; Ics, bistres.. ©. ....cd0soe cade neo t en eee 1 
i os tlh gael © y PULIG marcela scmte atcha eels ea ee ] 

7 ee Bess blite.2. 5 <a oaceee ea eee 2 

se rept LOTS), HROWIIS «26/01 cote ee eee aera 4 

ae or ADC COSC: Fo oon « ascls cana acts eee eee 5 
Newfoundland, 1888, 1-2c., rose. .........20cereecencse 1 
4 bys le. a SRC Jone a Seca wee 2 

C5 YOUOW i xccnnc se aeeds eee é 

as 1) ROC. ¢ DEOWIGE. Sk> oan. ates Sees 4 

oh: 1880, postal card, lc., green on buff.... 3 

2 a Ag st. 2e;4 red on) Piste sean 6 


Nowanuggar, 1=3a.>, blire, .<. asc tcien ee ee eee 3 


Paraguay, 1884, lle., green)... vee duende unease ee 3 
Philippine Islands, 1886, 1-8 c., green..............---- 2 
Roumania, Telegraph; 2il..yellow2i2, 32. o0sneaweee f 
San. Marino, 2c... oreen soca cee eee eee 1 
a a OG: Re Se, Pees ha oe cae eee i 
¥ Se 20c..5 vermillion’. 2.150; ices cen eee 6 
Selangos,. 2c. ,TOS®. «205 cate out eee send ee aoe eee 6 
Siam, 1885, 1-2 att:; blue... 22 be. nero 2 
ce SU tt... CARING «scence ashe eee ee cee ‘ 
‘i ee Patt., Vermilion. <2... ders eo tes eee 5 
uate. ( yellow.2.Scws zos sw calea™ Wes eee 8 
Swiss, “ Ausser Kurs,’’ 10 varieties............ces.00+ 18 
Trinidad, 1883. 1-2). green. . 2... 240-.<a0 4s aus eee 2 
Turkey, 1867,.10 pa., bronze.preen. v.- 1m. 00s ns cee nee 2 
Ms 2 Dl., DIMGs ke eens eee 3 

> 

a tw' lord aha nike 8 Rue hae tanec 2 


Uruguay, 1884, Ic., gray 


The American Stamp Collector's Directory 


Contains 64 pages of matter; gives a list of nearly 1,300 
United States and Canadian collectors, with thetr ad- 
dress, and as far as could be obtained size of collection, 
specialty, and what philatelic societies the collector be- 
longs to, 

The peculiar arrangement makes this directory valu- 
able to the dealer as well as the collector. You should 
have acopy. WHY? Brcauss it is the largest, best and 
the only exclusively American Stamp Directory ever 
published, BrcausE all names are those of bona-fide 
collectors, obtained since the first of Feb. BrcausE the 
directory has better paper, larger and cleaner type, and 
is better printed than any similar work. : 

Price, post free, 25 cts. To foreign countries, 30 cts. 

NEW JERSEY. 
BLOOMFIELD. 
Aue, Box 288, 750, U.S. Adhesive Postage only, 
A., 1. P. V. of D., librarian of N. P.S 


Gustav 
Ase 
William H. 


Aue, Box 228, 600 U. S, Adhesave Postage 
only, A. P. / 
HELMETTA. 


ALVAH DAVISON, 550, U. S. Adhesive and Oddities 
only, A. P. A., 8. D, P. A. 


CHAS. A. TOWNSEND, 
512 West Market Street, AKRON, OHIO. 
P. S.—Dealers supplied in quantities. Write for terms. 
This work is widely advertised in Philatelic Magazines. 


For lc, extra I will mail a copy of the directory to 
purchasers from the above list amounting to $1 or over, 
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PUBLISHED MONTHLY AT 
No. 9 SPRUCE STREET, NEW YORK, By 
PLAIN TALK PUBLISHING COMPANY, 


(INCORPORATED, ) 








SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 
IN ADVANCE. 


Per ANU... rs.% 50 cents. | Six Months........ 25 cents. 
To Foreign Countries, 75 cents per annum, 





ADVERTISING RATES. 


Per line, per insertion, 10 cents; per inch, 75 cents; per 
column, $6.00. Space less than one column must be paid 
at inch rates; less than one inch at line rates. Ten per 
cent. discount for 6 months; 20 per cent. for 1 year. 
es oS idea ea and all advertisements subject to ap- 
proval. 





New York, NoveMBER, 1888. 








Puan Taxxk will be sent for one year free 
to the getter up of a club of three sub- 
seribers. 


Correspondents, editors of exchanges, 
ete., will please note our change of address 
from 61} Patchen Ave., Brooklyn, to 9 
Spruce St., New York City. 


If you, who are reading this paragraph, 
are not a subscriber to this paper, will you 
not please turn to the column headed 
** Books Given Away ” and see if it will not 
be worth your while to send on your fifty 
cents at once? 


Boys and girls ‘‘from nine to ninety,” 
Pua Tavx is your paper. How do you 
like it?) What do you want different in it? 
Do you want more natural history notes, 
or more stories? Tell us all about it—on a 
postal card or in a letter—now, before you 
forget it. 


As one means of inducing subscribers to 
talk about Puan Tak we offer, in another 
column, to send free to every tenth sub- 
seriber a handsome cloth-bound book. 
This is simply one of our ways of advertis- 
ing. The books are all desirable and the 
fortunate ones cannot fail to be pleased. 


Persons receiving a sample copy of this 
issue will please regard it as an invitation 
to subscribe. A second copy may be sent 
them, but if so it will be by mistake. Sub- 
sequent issues, however, will improve on 
this one, and every subscriber may be sure 
of getting his money’s worth—and more. 


It is hoped that the young lady readers 
of Puaty Tak will be interested in the 
“Young Ladies’ Department.” Every ef- 
fort will be made to please them, and sug- 
gestions and criticisms will be gladly wel- 
comed. Original contributions are solici- 
ted, and illustrations will be prepared for 
articles when possible. 


We are glad to announce that Mr. Alvah 
Davison, who was obliged to give up the 
editorship of the Collector’s Ledger some 
months ago, on account of his health, has 
again resumed the editorial quill, and is 
now at the head of our philatelie depart- 


tington would call ‘‘a very fluid pen,” and 
all stamp collectors will be interested in his 
department. 


For several years Puarn Tak has pur- 
sued its modest way, adding constantly to 
its friends and subscribers. For various 
reasons it has now been thought best to re- 
move the publication office from Brooklyn 
to New York City, and also to enlarge the 
scope of the paper somewhat. Because of 
the confusion incident to the change, the 
present number is not up to the proposed 
standard, but readers may look for improve- 
ments from month to month in the differ- 
ent departments. 


We want our readers to talk about our 
paper and to make it known to their friends. 
Every number will contain matter of great 
interest to every bright boy or girl. The 
average youth is a collector of something, 
and Puatn Tank will take particular pains 
to look after all the collecting ‘‘ hobbies.” 
Every reader is cordially invited to contri- 
bute to its columns, and space will be found 
to print all communications which contain 
anything of general interest, provided they 
are not too long. Ask questions about 
your collections, send specimens for nam- 
ing, tell us of your pets—in short, regard 
Puarn TALK as your own particular paper. 
Write for it, work for it. 





“Regalia” and ‘* Havana,” and for aught 
we know ‘‘ Virginia Bright’ and ‘‘ T. D.,” 
have been writing to the New York Wor/d, 
urging that paper to use its influence 
towards having smoking-cars on the eleya- 
ted trains. With right good sense the 
paper refuses to advocate the ‘‘ reform,” 
saying that the situation is bad enough as 
it is, and that the ‘* prevalence of any more 
malodorous stumps at the stations’ would 
but make it worse, and adds, ‘*‘ When the 
use of tobacco affects a man’s intellect so as 
to render him incapable of comprehending 
the great truth that he has no right to 
make a public nuisance of himself he ought 
to let some one else do his thinking for 
him.” 


The hold which flash literature and low 
grade papers have upon the average young 
American is something to be sincerely re- 
gretted. We pity the lad who does not feel 
a thrill when reading the stirring tales of 
American reyolutionary days, but more to 
be pitied is that one whose heart is made to 
bound with pleasure as he reads in the 
weekly Youth’s Dejfiler of the perilous ad- 
ventures of ‘‘ Jack Boldheart, the Boy Pi- 
rate of the Bloody Seas.” If the boys who 
are devoting themselves to this kind of 
mental nourishment would but make a 
change for a few weeks and regale their 
minds with some really interesting and 
helpful publication, like the Youth’s Com- 
panion or Golden Days, for instance, we 
believe very few of the bright ones would 
go back to their trash. 





What Trade Will You Learn? 


It is an idea now prevalent, and a good 
one, too, that every boy and girl, no mat- 
ter what their situation in life may be, 
should learn some trade. Reverses come 
unexpectedly in these rushing, pushing 
times, and the rich of to-day may be the 
poor of to-morrow. We wonder what trades 
our Puan Tak boys and girls are think- 
ing of learning! Write andtellus. If you 
think you would like to be a blacksmith, or 
a printer, or a dressmaker, or a cook, tell 
us so briefly, and tell us why you so decide. 
Letters will be printed in subsequent issues, 
and the discussion cannot fail to be an inter- 
esting one if the boys and girls will take 
hold of it. ’ 


Keep a Scrap Book. 





A recent article in a prominent weekly 
newspaper contained a very sensible article 
on serap-books. Space will not permit its 
publication entire, but in substance it was 
about as follows : 


‘*T advise every boy and girl to keepa 
serap-book. If you are ten, or fifteen, or 
dike years old, keep a scrap-book. Let 
me tell why and how: 

** Hundreds of things you see that you 
would like to keep: but if you lay them 
away you will never be able to find them 
when you want them. When I was a boy, 
I did not have sense enough to keep serap- 
books. I began some, but did not keep on 
long with them. 

**So much do I feel sure that I have lost, 
that I would give fifty dollars apiece for 
the serap-books of each and every year 
that I might have made, from the time I 
was ten till I began to preserve things, only 
a few years ago. 

“There is a gentleman who has kept 
serap-books since he was eight years old. 
He is now forty, and has been arrangin 
them in volumes, with an index in the bae 
of each. You would hardly think that the 
earlier would be of much use to him. But 
they are. He often amuses himself as he 
reads them; for he sees how little he knew 
when he was little; but also finds a little 
that he still thinks valuable. Besides, his 
children are much interested to see what 
their father has collected and pasted in 
books. The older he grows the more use- 
ful the books become. He can go to his 
books, and ina few minutes get informa- 
tion about everything that has happened-in 
his whole life—tell you all about the Civil 
War, the Italian War, the overthrow of 
Louis Napoleon, and many other things, 
just as they were published in the papers at 
the time the events happened. 

‘* Tf you have no scrap-book, get one and 
put in it whatever pleases you. If you have 
one, and have not used it, take it up again. 
Lassure you that you will be very glad of 
it afterward. ‘ 

**You can buy one very cheap or if you 
have no money to buy one, or do not live 
where they are sold, one can be made by 
taking any old, useless book, and cutting 
out two leaves out of three close down to 
the back; but not close enough to cause the 
back to come to pieces. Then on the re- 
maining leaves you can paste, using both 
sides. ‘This will make three thicknesses, 
and the book will close as before. 

**Tt isa good idea to keep a scrap-book 
handy. When you cut something lay it in 
till there is a convenient time to paste them 
all in. But the best way is to paste them 
in at the time.” 


A. Rose, 


@. D. T. 





I, 
A tender blooming rose before me lies, 
Plucked rudely from the swaying parent stalk ; 
But from it odors sweet and rare arise, 
As if the dastard, flagrant act to mock, 


we 
The drooping rose is withered now and dead, 
Its brilliant petals bathed in dew are still; 
Even though the life it once possessed has fled, 
Its perfumes all the morning breezes fill, 


Ii. 
Mankind is like this quickly perished rose; 
Though death's stern hand may steal the life away, 
The kindness wrought en earth but grander grows, 
And noble deeds and words remain for aye, 


Where Poe Wrote ‘‘ The Raven.” 





Edgar A. Poe once lived in a small house 
at New York, situated in Eighty-fourth 
street, near the present Boulevard. The 
house remained standing alone for a long 
time, but quite recently it was torn down 
to make room for other buildings. Al- 
though Poe only boarded in this house a 
part of two seasons, there was especial in- 
terest belonging to it, for the reason that it 
was there he wrote ‘‘The Raven.” This 
fact was known by hearsay to many of his 
admirers, but when it was disputed by one 
of the Sunday papers, they found it difti- 
cult to establish the fact. One of them, 
however, hunted up a Mrs. O’ Beirne, a sis- 
ter of Commissioner Thomas Brennan. 
Her family lived in that cottage, and ac- 
cepted Poe and his wife as boarders in the 
summers of 1843 and 1844. She was then a 
child, but she distinctly remembers them 
both, as Mrs. Poe was fond of her and often 
had the child in her room. Her mother 
often told her how Poe read the poem to 
the family, in manuscript, and how she ak 
ways kept the room just as it was at that 
time, down to the period when the family 
left the house. Speaking of the room, Mrs. 
O’Beirne says: ‘‘[ remember very well the 
old plaster bust just above the door where 
there was a little shelf upon which it stood, 
that pallid bust of Pallas, just above my 
chamber door.” ‘‘ Several persons came to 
interview mother,” she says, ‘‘about ‘The 
Raven,’ and in that way [ have associated 
the poem with that room, and continued it 
in my memory.” The poem was first pub- 
lished in Colton’s Whig Review for Febru- 
ary, 1845,-and was probably elaborated the 
summer before, which was the second 
season that Poe spent at the Brennan cot- 
tage. As we have said, his admirers be- 
lieved that the poem was written there, and 
when the house was taken to pieces many 
relics were purchased by them, such as the 
** chamber door,” the mantel-piece of Poe’s 
raven, pieces of moldings, and the window 
casements within which ‘‘ there stepped a 
stately raven of the saintly days of yore.” 
The mantel went to adorn the fireplace of a 
handsome library in Brooklyn, as it was 
quaint and old-fashioned, with carved fruit 
and vines and leaves, 


Dickens’ Four Great Novels. 


Lovers of Dickens will be glad to know 
how one of his most intense admirers, Ed- 
win Perey Whipple, characterized the lead- 
ing works of the ‘‘ prince of fiction ”’: 

‘*The Pickwick Papers’ are the most 
animated and joyous, inspired, as they are, 
by the very genius of fun; ‘ Dayid Copper- 
field’ is the most delightful, various and 
satisfying of stories; ‘ Dombey and Son’ is 
the freshest and most vital throughout in 
style, description and characterization; and 
‘The Tale of Two Cities’ is the most in- 

















tense, passionate and entertaining of narra- 


tives.” 
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“Sing a Song of Sixpence.” 

You all know this rhyme; but have you 
ever read what it is meant for? 

The four-and-twenty blackbirds represent 
the twenty-four hours. The bottom of the 
pie is the world, while the top crust is the 
sky that overhangs it. The opening of the 
pie is the day dawn, when the birds begin 
to sing, and surely such a sight is fit for a 
king. 


The king, who is represented as sitting in | 
his parlor counting out his money, is the | 
sun, while the gold-pieces that slip through | 


his fingers as he counts them are the golden 
sunshine, 

The queen, who sits in the dark kitchen, 
is the moon, and the honey, with which 
she regales herself, is the moonlight. 

The industrious maid, who is in the gar- 
den at work before her king—the son—is 


risen, is day-dawn, and the clothes she. 


hangs out are the clouds, while the bird, 


| who so tragically ends the song by ‘‘ nip- 
ping off her nose,” is the hour of sunset. | 
| So we have the whole day, if not in a nut- 


shell, in a pie. 


Luck and Labor. 


Mr. Cobden wrote proverbs about Luck 
and Labor, and perhaps it would be well 
for our boys to memorize them: 

Luck is waiting for something to turn up. 

Labor, with keen eyes and strong will, 
will turn up something. 

Luck lies in bed and wishes the postman 
would come and bring him the news of a 
legacy. 

Labor turns out at an early hour, and 
with busy pen or ringing hammer lays the 
foundation for competence, 

Luck whines. 

Labor whistles. 

Luck relies on chances. 

Labor on character. 

Luck slips down to indigence. 

Labor strides up to independence. 


Age at Which Noted Authors Have 
Written their Works. 


The following is gleaned from a very 
readable article in The Writer, written by 
Emma FE. Valentine. Henry Ward Beecher 
wrote ‘‘ Norwood” when he was past fifty 
years of age. Prescott, the historian, pub- 
lished his first work at forty-one. Mrs. 
Stowe was nearly forty when ‘* Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin” appeared. George Eliot began story 
writing at thirty-five, and ‘‘ Adam Bede” 
saw the light when the author had passed 
forty. ‘‘ Pilgrim’s Progress” came forth 
from Bedford Jail when Bunyan was be- 
tween forty and fifty years old. Cowper 


was nearly fifty when his best poem saw the | 


light. Seott’s first original poetry did not 
appear till he was thirty-four years old, and 
his historical novels were begun when he 
had passed the forty-third mile-post of his 
life’s journey. Samuel Richardson, an Eng- 
lish novelist, began his literary career when 
near fifty. 


A Few Plain Words About Water. 





But if from man’s vile art, I flee, 
And drink pure water from the lea, 
I gulp down infusore, 
And quarts of raw bacterix, 
and sa tok ely the - 

nd wriggling polygastrice, 
And slimy diatomace, 
And hard-shelled ophryocerein», 
And double-barrelled kolpode, 
Non-loricated ambeedex, 
And various animalcule 
Of middle, high and low degree ; 
For nature just beats all creation 
In multiplied adulteration, 


Personal and Impersonal. 


_ The combined wealth of the Astor family 
\In New York City is said to aggregate more 
than $400,000, 000, 

It is said that Mrs. Grant has received 
$411,000 as her share in the profits of Gen. 
Grant’s memoirs, of which 310,000 sets 
have been sold, 

It is said that nearly 700,000 copies of 

Mark Twain’s different books have been 
sold in this country, not including 100,000 
copies of his serap-book. 
_ At thirty we are trying to cut our names 
in big letters upon the walls of this tene- 
ment of life; twenty years later we have 
carved it, or shut up our jack knife.—O. W. 
| Holmes. 

Lincoln’s favorite sermon: ‘‘Don’t drink, 
/don’t smoke, don’t chew, don’t swear, 
don’t gamble, don’t lie, don’t cheat; love 
your fellow men, as well as God, love truth, 
| love virtue and be happy.” 

Oscar Wilde, who did the cap-and-bells 
act so shrewdly over here that the Ameri- 
can public still believes him half fool and 
all crank, is clearly establishing his level- 
headedness in his management of the 
Womans World. 

| The French never did well in translating 
Shakespeare. Even Voltaire did not ‘‘ catch 
on” to the meaning of the great dramatist. 
Shakespeare’s expression, ‘‘ I will carve my- 
| self a fortune with my sword,” Voltaire ren- 
dered, ‘‘ With my sword I will make my 
fortune carving meat.” 

George W. Childs has at his country seat, 
near Bryn Mawr, a grove of trees each of 
which was planted by some famous person. 
Gen. Sherman planted a pine tree there on 
Pennslyvania’s Arbor Day. Mr. Childs 
greatly regrets that he has not a tree plant- 
ed by Sheridan. The late lamented gen- 
eral intended to plant a tree at ‘*‘ Wootton” 
last year when Mrs. Cleveland went through 
that ceremony. 

Mr. John Gilmer Speed has become the 
editor of the American Magazine. Myr. 
Speed was for several years managing edi- 
tor of the New York World, before it was 
purchased by its present proprietor. Since 
then he has spent much time in foreign 
travel, and has also been a frequent contrib- 
utor to the magazines and newspaper 
press. He has written a life of John Keats, 
and edited his letters and poems. 








Daniel Webster once wrote, after con- 
tinued provocation, to the editor of a news- 
paper which referred to his private affairs, 
and especially to his not paying his debts. 
He said substantially: ‘‘ It is true that L 
have not always paid my debts punctually, 
and that Lowe money. One cause of this 
is that I have not pressed those who owe 
me. As an instance of this I enclose your 
father’s note made to me thirty years ago 
for money loaned him to educate his 
boys.” 


The Boston Transcript tells the follow- 
ing story: A young Southern lady found 
heside her at a Boston dinner party an old 
gentleman who wanted to know how she 
passed the time in the country with her 
old father. ‘* Well—we read,” answered 
Mademoiselle. ‘‘ What do you read?” 
‘* Chiefly ‘The Autocrat of the Breakfast 
Table.’” ‘‘ Don’t you get very tired of it?” 
**Oh, no. When we get to the end we sim- 
ply turn back to the beginning.” The old 
gentlemen chuckled, and made a remark 
unplying that the ‘‘ Autocrat ’’ was no great 
thing among books—and Mademoiselle was 
rather surprised at his disparaging air. 
After dinner she demanded of her hostess 
‘the name of the very unappreciative old 
| gentleman, and was told it was Dr, Holmes, 
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In taking charge of this department of 
the paper I think it fitting to say a few 
words. 

There are already many papers published 
in the interest of stamp collectors, but it is 
the desire of all who are engaged in this 
fascinating pursuit to see its literature 


spread, and more especially among those: 


who have never tasted its pleasures. 

The publisher, recognizing this fact, has 
devoted a liberal portion of his space to this 
subject, and in it, from time to time, I hope 
to give such hints and news as will be of 
interest and profit to all engaged in this 
pleasing study. 

In such a paper as this it would be obvi- 
ously wrong to give such ‘‘ heavy ” matter 
as the advanced philatelist might lke, 
owing to the fact that many, and in all 
probability the majority of the readers, are 
in what many are pleased to call the lower 
stages of the science. However, it will be 
the aim of the editor to give news and notes 
which will be of benefit to the beginners, 
and he hopes to the advanced collectors as 
well. 

It is with a certain reluctance that I again 
resume the editorial pen, and yet it brings 
with it a pleasure to be among the ‘‘ boys” 
once more, to be as some one has aptly put 
it, ‘‘a moulder of opinions,” and if through 
this department Philately shall gain any 
recruits, or its votaries receive any instruc- 
tion, then its mission will have been fulfilled. 


time. His departure will not affect the 
Philatelic Gazette, which will appear as 
usual. 


Mr. Chas. G. Woodworth has suspended 
the publication of the Collector’s Review. 
Its contracts will be filled by the Co//ector’s 
Comment, a new paper started by H. A. 
Babb. 


The Chalmers controversy is continued 
in the American Journal of Philately in 
the form of communications. To my mind 
this discussion is very much like polities, 
** Convince aman against his will, he’s of the 
same opinion still.” 





Mr. I. Naame, of Pera, Constantinople, 
has favored me with his catalogue of pos- 
tage stamps. ‘This book will have a promi- 
nent place in my library, as I find it exceed- 
ingly interesting—owing to its being printed 
in a foreign language. 


The October Stamp Collector has a good- 
ly array of interesting reading. ‘The papers 


from Ulinois are proverbially short lived but | 


they are very good while they last. Let us 
hope that this one will retrieve the past by 
living to a green old age. 


The October Halifax Philatelist comes to 
hand with a good report of the C. P. A. con- 
vention. Now that this paper has been 
elected as the official organ, I believe the 
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Canadian association will progress much 
more rapidly, as its mouth-piece is the best 
philatelic paper in Canada. 


Geo. F. Stein & Co. are out with their 
November wholesale price list of South and 
Central American stamps. As this firm 
make a specialty of these countries they are 
enabled to offer a large variety. J. & F. 
Straus, of Cleveland, have also issued their 
October list. This tirm is too well known 
to need introduction. 


The October number of the Collectors’ 
Ledger contains an excellent portrait of 
Mr. G. B. Calman, the large wholesale 
dealer in stamps. This man holds enough 
U.S. department stamps to bull the market 
if he cared to let them go, but he is dealing 
in ‘‘ futures.” The Ledger now comes out 
with twenty-four pages and many illustra- 
tions. 


The Philatelic Beacon intimates that they 
don’t get as many subscribers as they ex- 
pected, and I don’t wonder at it, as a paper 
which devotes its pages to criticisms of 
others which everyone knows are many 
times better than the critic will never gain 
either friends or subscribers. Come breth- 
ren, bounce your critic and give something 
of interest to your readers. 

Owing to unfortunate speculations, Mr. 
E. B. Sterling, the well-known dealer of 
Trenton, N. J., has been compelled to sur- 
render all his property in order to meet his 
obligations. By his jovial ways and liberal 
methods Mr. Sterling has won for himself 
a high place in the esteem of the public, 
and in this trial he can rest assured that 
he has many sympathizers. 


Another ‘‘ big feed” lost. On the morn- 
ing of Oct. 17th I received an invitation to 
attend the meeting in commemoration of 
the founding of the National Philatelical 
Society to be held the same evening. As I 
was fifty miles away I could not attend on 
such short notice, and now am mad because 
I stayed away. Never mind, gentlemen, I'll 
go next time if I have to walk. 


The face of Mr. Joseph Rechert, presi- 
dent of the National Philatelical Society 
beams from the portrait page of the Octo- 
ber Stamp. Mr. Rechert looks somewhat 
young in the picture, but it is a good one, 
as perfection is hardly attained in wood en- 
gravings. ‘This is the man that is ‘‘ boom- 
ing” the membership in the National. 
Even in the city of beans and ‘‘ culchur” I 
heard him drumming up reeruits, 


In an article written some time ago for 
the Capital City Philatelist J.M.T.Partello 
stated that James G. Blaine was a stamp 
collector. What a pity that he was not 
elected in 1884. We might have gone to 
the White House, walked into Mr. Blaines’ 
private room, and drawing gut our duplicate 
book said: ‘‘Now, Jimmy, how’ll you swap?” 
I trust philatelists will remember this, and 
when James is nominated in 1890 ‘‘ put your 
vote where it will do the most good.” 


Mr. R. R. Bogert, the genial ex-vice pres- 
ident of the A. P. A., is the Nemesis of re- 
prints. At the first convention of the asso- 
ciation, in New York in 1887, he introduced 
and had passed a resolution discouraging 
their collection, and at the Boston conven- 
tion he introduced and passed it a second 
time. The C. P. A. at their last convention 
followed suit. He considers them as little 
better than counterfeits, and few will be 
found to disagree with him. Mr. Bogert’s 





ninth auction sale takes place on the even- 
ing of Novy. 19th, at Leavitt’s rooms. A fine 
collection of foreign postage and U. S. post- 
age, revenue, and proofs will be offered. 


_ The exchange department of the A. P. A. 
is an excellent place to dispose of the mem- 
bers’ duplicates, as Supt. Clotz’s report for 
the past year shows that an average of 
twenty-five per cent. of all the stamps put 
on the circuits were removed. Yet it is 
useless for the members to send in sheets 
containing stamps valued at from one to 
three cents, as such stamps are very com- 
mon, and the sheets will in all probability 
come back without enough being removed 
to pay for the trouble. If you have any 
good stamps, send them in, but don’t over- 
oad the superintendent with a lot of sheets 
which he knows is but a waste of time and 
trouble to put on a cireuit. 


There are many United States stamps 
which the young collector, and oftentimes 
some of the older ones, are at a loss to dis- 
tinguish. The catalogues give but a slight 
description, and the law prohibiting the 
use of electrotypes of these stamps puts the 
collector to the necessity of waiting until 
he gets the proper specimens before under- 
standing their peculiarities. Of the stamps 
in question ITmight mention the 1857, 5 cent, 
with and without ornaments ; 1851, 3 cent, 
with extra lines on right and left ; 1857, 1 
cent, outer lines to labels ; 1869, 15 cent, 
with and without diamond. In this and 
future numbers euts of these stamps will be 
given, so that the reader may understand 
their different features. 


The American Philatelic Association now 
numbers about 600 members, and its list of 
applicants seems to increase in length each 
month. No better evidence of the health 
of the association could be had than this, 
and to all non-members my advice is to 
join at once, not only for the direct benefits 
you will receive from, its many depart- 
ments, but in order to lend your name and 
influence toward putting Philately on the 
high plane which we all desire to see it 
reach, to have it regarded in its true light, 
not as a children’s pastime, but as a study 
fitted for and enjoyed by scholars, states- 
men and men of prominence in all ecoun- 
tries. This is one of the aims of the A. P. 
A., and one which it is accomplishing by 
drawing to its standard men whose rank 
and social standing are such as cannot fail 
to command respect for whatever they are 
interested in. The secretary’s address is 
G. B. Bradford, Ottawa, Ml. 


There are two varieties of the 15 cent 
1869 U. S. stamp. One usually termed 
‘with diamond” and the other ‘‘ without 
diamond.” Scotts’ catalogue designates the 
diamond yariety as having the ‘‘ picture 
framed.” 
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The ‘‘frame” consists of two fine lines 
bordering the blue picture, these lines at 
the top uniting in one heavy line, in the 
centre of which is the diamond as shown in 
the illustration. These lines are brown, 
the color of the main design. In the other 
variety the space occupied by the diamond 
is blank, the fine brown lines encireling 


the picture also being omitted. The dlia- 
mond in the illustration is about double 
the size of the one on the stamp, it being 
so small that in a heavily cancelled speci- 
men it is almost impossible to distinguish 
it. 


Stamp Exhibits. 





The National Philatelical Society of New 
York, at a recent meeting, appointed a com- 
mittee to devise plans for holding a stamp 
exhibit in N. Y. City some time in the near 
future. The committee has decided to 
hold the exhibit at»the Eden Musee in 
Twenty-third street. This is a move in the 
right direction, as I believe that these ex- 
hibitions will do more toward the advance- 
ment of philately thin anything else. 

In October, 1887, the Denver Stamp Col- 
leetors’ League held an exhibition of stamps 
at the Denver exposition. The display was 
an attractive one, and was much admired, 
the novelty of it causing many to stand and 
stare at those little pieces of paper, small 
and seemingly of little value, and yet when 
attached to a letter what a potent instru- 
ment they become! 

About the middle of 1887 Mr. C. H. 
Mekeel held an exhibit of stamps at the St. 
Louis fair, and these, up to the time of the 
Boston Convention, were the only exhibits 
of stamps held in this country during late 
years. 

The exhibit at Boston was the first one 
held here on anything like a large scale, 
and although first attempts are usually con- 
sidered as experiments, all who had the 
pleasure of attending will vouch for it asa 
suceess. Itcreated great interest both from 
the press and public, and that much good 
will result from it no one will doubt. 

The press of Boston gave long and glow- 
ing accounts, thus bringing it to the notice 
of hundreds of thousands of readers, not 
only in the vicinity of the ‘*‘ Hub” but in 
all parts of the country, as other papers 
eopied the news. 

The public showed their appreciation by 
being on hand before the hour of opening, 
while during the exhibit a continual stream 
passed in and around the counters. 

If the Chicago, St. Louis, Staten Island 
and other large societies would make the 
same move as the National, the year of our 
Lord 1888 would roll down through the 
ages as the time in which Philately took its 
greatest step forward. 

The question is often asked, How can we 
make our societies popular? 
interest the members? 
of stamps by each society will go far toward 
answering this question, as they would give 
the members something to look forward to 
and prepare for, they would stimulate the 
trading and auction sales, make the attend- 
ance better, give a fruitful theme of con- 
versation for all times, and prove a great 
incentive for the members to get as nice a 
collection as possible together in order to 
exhibit it. Aside from this it would serve 
to draw in many outsiders, as the exhibi- 
tors would have the opportunity for con- 
versing with them, while to the beginners 
it would give encouragement to press on- 
ward that ‘they too in the near future might 
be enabled to see their stamps among the 
others. 

I might continue to enumerate the bene- 
fits which would acerue from these exhib- 
its, but I think enough has been said to 
show that they have been neglected too 
long. 

I trust that the success of the National’s 
first exhibit will be such as to guarantee 
that hereafter it will be held annually, and 


also that other societies may be led to ad-| which do not cont: 


yance the cause in the same manner. 
ALVAH Davison. 


How can we | 
A yearly exhibition | 
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J. & F. STRAUS, 


Wholesale Dealers in 


POSTAGE STAMPS, 


87 Seneca St., Cleveland, Ohio. 


Price-Lists tre e to Dealers only. 


Stock is larger than ever 
and it is constantly growing. 
For that reason I hope to sell 


vim ST AMPS 


| il ed PARKER, Bethlehem, 


Monthly Priced-lists await you. Send for them. 


Cheap Stamps on Approval .4 


At 8834 


Double the 


per cent, less than Durbin's Catalogue. 


Sheets sent to anyone promising to return in two weeks. 


A Stamp worth is 
tisement before Dec. 


SHELLENBERGER, 


GERMANTOWN, PHILADELPHIA, Pa re As 


Special Bargains for Stamp Collectors 


498. 


5 var. Bulgaria... 07 
6 Bahamas, inc luding Li eh MOR SONY hea 20 
25 var. PE RCT is Ee 40 
20 PSDONEE tame ee natr oc ete ale oe eee 1 
20 * DELS src poh Rete WE heen. 2 eet a 25 
5 “ Guatemala 1882, Unused.. 12 
Pieper F101" eee en AE i! hah a SO Ee ee NS .08 


Price List free. Approval Sheets at 25 per cent. com- 
mission. Good reference required. 


C, DREW, BOX 3,250, NEW YORK C ‘ITY. 


NCO Oe On De 


Every Collector should send a reference and receive 
by return mail one of my 


SHHETS OF RARE STAMPS| = 


AT 30 PER CENT. COMMISSION. 
150 Varieties of Good Foreign Stamps, 20 cents. 
H. A. CHADWICK, 
FIRST & MARKET STS DES MOINES, Ia. 


30 Per Cent. eee 


Collectors, send 2 cent. stamp, with reference, and 
rec eiv eone 0 my 


UNEQUALLED APPROVAL SHEETS OF 


FOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS. 


Price List of Single Stamps, Sets, Packets, &c. 
for 5c. in stamps. 


L. J. PRIETH, 42 Mercer St., 


., Sent 


Newark, N. J. 


to anyone answering this adver- 


LYNDE i, oP PO, Bax 
- Peeie re approval, 


| TH, e ones). 


se 

DIRECTORY 
The Stanip fee of America. 
AMERICAN SP AME,,00;, Bitehbure, Mass., deal in 


H. A., Box 3081, Denver, Col. Collectors send for 


Room 37, Tribune Buildiy 
'W holesale and retail, say 


Stamps on ap- 
. 5. and Revenues, 


sasant, lowa. Ap- 
Mail trade only. : 


118 Summit St., Dubuque, Iowa, 
and Fore ign stamps for collectors. 
Send stamp for price list. We guar- 
s to be exactly as represented, and will 
o any purchaser not satisfied, 


106, Philadelphia, Pa, 


BAB my ‘monthly price cards, 
JOUN C.,, 911 N, Mason St., Bloomir to 
BECKER. Ills. Send for price list of ‘stamps. aie 
BOGERT. R. R., & CO, 
New York, 

DANFORTH. W. H., Worcester, Mass, 
» proval, Foreign, U 

GLOVER.” , Lock Box 34, Mt. Ple 
Pome! al sheets. 

HARR IS." si Me Co. 

| Mai trade hate? if 

antee our stam 

refund money t 


Me RAE. R. F., 578 . Urbain St., Montreal, Can. 
eign and G anadian stamps. Lists free. 


PARRISH. W. J., 406 Holmes St., Kansas City, Mo. U. 
S: sind Foreign Postage and U.S. Revenue 


For- 


| Stamps on spproven: 


RISDOR.” i Cambridgeport, Mass, Send 5 cents 
(stamps) for list and 60 different stamps 
Arents wanted, 


HALHEIME BROS., 831 N. Bond St., Baltimore, 
Md. Stamps on approval at 25 per 

TH . discount, 

VOUTE. E W. 30x 233, Chic ago, Ill. Approval books 

at 20, 25, 3344 and 40 per cent from 


Scott's prices a spec ialty. ‘Lists free. 


STAMPS: opproval to re sponsible parties. 4 var. of 

B.& O., Tel. 7c. N. E. CARTER, Delavan, Wis, 

GOIKS, * STAMPS. 32 pp. Book and packet Stamps, 3c. 
. GREANNY, 829 Brannan St., San Francis- 

co, Cal 

“COMPLE! F SETS U.S. due stamps. 

81.85; used, 20c. postpaid. 

No. Syracuse, N. 


for my 32 page hook of Coins, Stamps, , Birds’ 
SEND Eggs and Curiosities; only 4 cents, cee 
GREANNY, Brannan St., San Francisco, Cal. 

STAMPS sent on sheets with prize to first 
RA answer. 25 per cent. discount. The lowest 
possible prices. References required. W. B. Jackson, 
605 Bennington St., E. Boston, Mass. 


SHEETS 4 PER CENT. COMMISSION. 


5 DIFFERENT STAMPS FROM THESE 
COUNTRIES— 


stam: “7 -var., unused, 
W. F. Brews- 





CHINA COREA, 
BORNEO, TUNIS, 
JAVA, SAMO 
CENTRAL & SOUTH AMERICA, 
FOR 2%c. POSTAL ORDER. No such bargain ever 


offered before. 


THE COLUMBIA STAMP CO., 1912 COLEMAN ST., ST. LOUIS, MO. 





for sale a large collection of stamps at a great sacrifice, 


pi sold at once. 


sine ever heard of. Rk. K. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


Parties sending satisfactory y reference or 
2.00 deposit will receive the 
SOMERS, 112 Vienna Street, 


yinest and cheapest assort- 
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- HARRISON, MAINE, 


DEALER IN 


United States and Foreign Postage Stamps. 


Fine Approval Sheets a Specialty. 


I have a very fine assortment of United States and Foreign Postage 


Stamps which I send on approval at 


sible parties, who will guarantee to make returns in ten days. 
ain return postage are not answered. 


guaranteed genuine. 


25 per cent. commission to any respon- 


Letters 
All stamps are 
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~ XARCHAOLOGY >- 


Original contributions are solicited for this depart- 
ment. Accompany articles with sketches whenever 
possible. 


A New York dealer offers an Egyptian 
mummy for sale at $12, Cheap enough! 


The Exchanger’s Monthly, published at 
284 Pavonia avenue, Jersey City, has seen 
three years of life and starts its fourth vol- 
mme with a decided enlargement. It is de- 
voted to mineralogy, geology, and archze- 
ology. 

An ALABAMA Princess.—Workmen in a 
gravel bed on the Western railway of Ala- 
bama rece ntly came upon the skeleton of 
what they think was an Indian princess. 
On it was found a silver coronet, silver 
bracelets, a necklace made of silver buckles, 
tied with a silk ribbon, and a peculiar knife 
with a sabre blade. 

AN 
The petrified remains of a huge animal 


have been discovered lying beneath the | 


earth’s surface on the Bank of the Des 
Mommas River, near Perey, Iowa. The 
length of the monster, without the he: ud, 
which was detached from the body, meas- 
ures over forty feet. The remains were in 
a bed of dark blue stone, surrounded by 
petrified insects and remains of other ani- 
mals. It is supposed that the animal be- 
longed to the carboniferous age. 


| 
A Nevapa Sanpstone.—There has been | 


discovered in the sandstone rock at the 
Nevada State prison the marks of the san- 
dalled foot of a human being, and the 
marks of the track of a mammoth in the 
same piece of sandstone, or upon the same 
level, showing that man and mammoth 
lived not only in the same age, 
same year, and, perhaps, in the same day. 
These marks wete found in the sand-stone 


quarry at a depth of fifteen feet, on what is | 


supposed to have been, at the time the 
marks were made, the borders of a lake, 
where the man went fishing and the maim- 
moth to drink. 

InpiAN Renics In MASSACHUSETTS. 
Eagle Hill, in the town of Ipswich, was an- 


ciently the scene of a bloody fight between | 


the Tarrantines of Maine and the Agawams, 
who had here one of the three forts within 
the jurisdiction of Segamore Masconomet. 
Six years before the settlement of Ply- 
mouth, and, according to the history of 
Ipswich, Edward Hardy and Nicholas Hob- 
son, who ¢: une from England on a voyage 
of discovery in 1611, were entertained there 
several days. The foundations of the wig- 
wams can still be traced in circular ridges 
that have grown over the stones, and all 
sorts of weapons and utensils of stone are 
still found, as spears, tomahawks, mortars 
and pestles, gauges, sinkers, etc. 


Mummies Dirr Corar.—Dr. J. A. Grant, 
of Cairo, Egypt, has spent twenty-five 
years in the land of the Pharaohs, and | 


speaks all the languages of that polyglot 
country. In order to instruct the native 
doctors, he started an Arabic medical paper 


INTERESTING DiIscovERY IN lowa.— | 


but in the | 


| their 








two years ago, which has met with success. | 


For years he has devoted his time to the 
study of archeology, and has amassed 
enough Egyptian gods to nearly fill the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. The mum- 
mies of Egypt, he said, were dirt cheap, 
owing to recent discoveries. They sold | 
from S10 to $20 each, the price depending 
chiefly on their state of preservation. He 
brought over with him a mummified hawk, 
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An Ancient Coin. 

The Concord (N. H.) ) Patriot says that 
Mr. E. P. Gerould, of that city, has a small 
silver coin, about the weight of what used 
to be known years ago, in ‘‘old augur 
times,” as a dime, but which had numis- 
matic existence as long ago as the days of 
Alexander the Great, It is called a tetra- 
drachm. It bears on the obverse the head 
of Alexander, in finely cut profile, with a 
lion-skin head dress, and, according to 
some opinions, designed to represent ; him 
as Hercules. On the reverse is a sitting 
figure of Jupiter bearing an eagle in his 
right hand, his lett holding a sceptre in a 
perpendicular position, and on the coin, in 
line with the sceptre, is the inscription 
‘* Alexandrou.” The death of Alexander 
the Great took place 323 years before 
Christ, consequently the coin, 


two hundred years old. 


How Dimes are Made and Counted. 

The United States Mint i in San Francisco 
is said to be the largest institution of the 
kind in the world. Just at the present time 
there is a lively demand for silver dimes, 
and two of the money presses have been for 
some time running exclusively on this coin. 
The demand is so great that these presses 
are not stopped even on Sunday. The pro- 
cess of dime making is an interesting one. 
The silver bullion is first melted and run 
into two-pound bars. These in turn are 
run through immense rollers and flattened 


out to the thickness of the coin. These 
silver strips are then passed through a 


machine which cuts them into proper size 
for the presses, the strips first having been 
treated with a kind of tallow to prevent 
being scratched in their passage 
through the cutters. The silver pieces are 
then put into the feeder of the printing | 
presses, and are fed to the die by automatic 
machinery at the rate of 100 per minute, 
48,000 dimes being turned out in a regular 
working day of eight hours. As the smooth 


pieces are pressed between the ponderous | 
receive the lettered and | 


printing dies they 
tigured impression in a manner similar to 
that of a paper pressed upon a form of type; 
at the same time the piece is expanded in a 
slight degree, and the small corrugations 
are cut into its rim. The machine drops 
the completed coin into a receiver, and it is 
ready for the counter’s hands. The instru- 
ment used by the counter is not a compli- 

cated machine by any means, as one might 
suppose. It is a simple copper-colored tray, 
having raised ridges running across its sur- 
face at a distance apart the exact width of a 
dime. From the receiver the money is 





dumped on the board or tray, and as it is | 


shaken rapidly by the counter the pieces 
settle down into the spaces between the 
ridges. All these spaces being filled, the 


surplus coin is brushed back into the re- 


ceiver, and the counter has exactly 1,250 
silver dimes, or $125 on his tray, which | 
number is required to fill the spaces. The 


which is a great curiosity, and has pre- | 
sented it to Smithsonian Institution. ‘The | 


cheap mummies are bought principally for 
museums, 


tray is then emptied into boxes, and the 
money is ready for shipment. The dime 
does not pass through the weigher’s hands, 
as does the coin of a larger de1 1omination. 
One and one-half grains is allowed for 
variation, or ‘ tolerance,” in all silver coins 
from a dollar down, and the deviation from 
the standard in the case of the ten cent. 
pieces is so trifling that the trouble and ex- 


pense of weighing coins of this denomina- 


tion is dispensed with, 


r 


which is in | 


fine preservation, must be at least twenty- | BOX 23, 
| 


a 


INDIAN RELICS. 


1 Doz. Good Flint Arrow Heads, post paid, S cents 
_ Stone or Flint Celt or Scraper a 


Axe 
Or lot 90 cents, 
31 Fine Fossils, $3.50. Trilobite, 25c. 
Send stamp for large catalogue. 
CYCLORAMA PLACE. 


FLETCHER M. NOE, ‘ihbtanaratis? Not 
$185 in Cortedansts Money 


AND MY NEW 


& Fage 1889 Catalogue 


ONLY 2% CENTS. 
Agents Wanted to sell Stamps 25 and 334 per cent. com 


F.C, Sawyer, Beauclerc, Fla. 
$2.00. 


The 
Fine stamps 





500 Varieties, 


Choice Selected STAMPS, no local or revenue. 
very best thing in packets ever offered, 


on approval, 
Wo Be BEC 


HARTFORD, CONN, 


AGENTS WANTED 
TO SELL STAMPS FROM MY FINE 


APPROYAL BOOKS 


At 3835 per cent, on Foreign Stamps and 25 per cent. 
on U, 8. Stamps, Send reference to 


 #f. B. Cornwell, Rubicon, Wis. 


ATTENTION! 


RESPONSIBLE COLLECTORS who desire to obtain 
Genuine Stamps at the lowest prices should write NOW 
fora sheet of tine Stamps on approval at 30 per cent, 
commission. Mention PLAIN TALK, 


CHAS. BHEAMISH, Jr, 


1424 MARSHALL ST., PHILADA., PA. 
FOREIGN CONSIGNMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. 





Stamps on Approval percent 


| commission, Our prices are at Or below Scott’s Stand- 
| ard Catalogue quotations. Send reference and state 
what price stamps especially desired, 

also on 


Philatelic Literature ‘“wic 


We can supply nearly every back number of any stamp 
paper desired at low rates. Send list of wants and we 
will return it priced, 


GUSTAV AVE & CO., Box 28%, Bloomfield, N. J. 


FREE. 


200 different Sets and 
prices very low. 


25 DIFFERENT FOREIGN STAMPS FREE 


to all sending for my fine approval sheets, 334 
Good 


Price List of over 


Packets sent Free ; 


er cent. com. reference or deposit 
i 


required, 


HENRY GREMMEL, A. PA, 125, 
109 2nd St., New York. 


United states Stamps 


WHOLESALE, 


AT 

. Per 60. 
DING. inp camtencinckesorbeeus es 
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black 


1857, 1 cent, 
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1870, ss $6" YUL. Zeca seunmanee tt 5 
o “brown 2 
7 - reen 2. 
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1882, 6 ,, carmine 1 





Wholesale Price List Free. 
ALVAH DAVISON, HELMETTA, N, J. 








Original communications are solicited for this depart- 
sEeDN. Accompany letters with sketches whenever pos- 
sible. 


Sulphur occurs in exceedingly brilliant, 
though small, crystals lining many of the 
steam vents in Yellowstone Park. It is 
generally on, or associated with, a mealy- 
white native alum, and while some of the 
holes are ornamented most gorgeously with 
the bright yellow crystals, it is next to im- 
possible to secure specimens, as their 
gangue generally crumbles as soon as it is 
touched. An odd, fibrous kind of sulphur 
is also found. 

Geyserite is a variety of opal formed in 
large quantities by decomposition from the 
oe fg? waters in Iceland, New Zealand, 


and the Yellowstone National Park. The 
mineral varies greatly in composition, 


though it is regarded as a variety of silica. 
Water is almost invariably present, its per- 
centage averaging 6, though at times run- 
ning as high as 10.40. Tron and the alkaline 
oxides, alumina, lime, and soda, are gene- 
rally present in small quantities. In Dr. 
Eulich’s report on the composition of the 
veyserites of the Yellowstone a large num- 
ver of analyses are given from as many 
different geysers, and no two are alike. 
Often geysers only a few feet apart produce 
very different qualities of geyserite. The 
mineral varies in color from a white to a 
dull gray, and occasionally it is trans- 
parent. When wet it is quite hard, but on 
drying some varieties fall to powder. The 
geyser formations are celebrated for their 
peculiar beauty, and though asa rule the 
small specimens usually seen in mineralogi- 
cal cabinets convey but an imperfect idea 
of the geyser formations, occasionally extra 
fine specimens may be obtained showing 
the odd structure. Geyserite has recently 
been found in extensive deposits in northern 
Kansas and along the Republican River in 
Nebraska, in a formation now proved to be 
due to the former existence of geysers. It 
here occurs, however, only as a mealy mass, 
showing none of the beauties of the Yellow- 
stone specimens. 


Washington Bowlder, situated a mile or 
more from the village of Conway, N. H., 
has always been called the largest in the 
world. Its dimensions are, roughly, 65 by 
43 by 38 feet, estimated to contain 107,630 
eubie feet. The rock is practically alto- 
gether above the surface of the ground, 
rests upon an acute angle or point of its 
contour, making it look as if it could easily 
be pushed over, and is surrounded by large 
and small blocks of stone which have ap- 
parently fallen from its sides through the 
action of frost and other natural agencies. 
Within a few years a still larger bowlder 
has been discovered about four miles in 
another direction. called Clark’s Bowlder,”’ 
from the name of the man who first brought 
it to notice. This bowlder is about the 
same in height as the other, but much 
larger in other dimensions, making it up- 
wards of 300 feet in circumference. One 
side of Clark’s Bowlder is nearly perpen- 
dicular, and almost as flat and regular as 
the side of a house. This side is about 38 
feet in height and 75 feet in length. This 
rock is shown to be a ‘‘ traveller” from the 
fact that it does not resemble in structure 
the surrounding ledges, and from the per- 
fect polish it has received on many of its 
surfaces from attrition of other rocks as it 
was pushed along from its original matrix 
to its present resting-place. The human 
mind becomes bewildered in its attempt to 
grasp the idea of the vast force required to 
wrench this immense rock from its bed and 
transport it many miles over hill and valley. 
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PLAIN 


LA LK» 





Mere wos 1 Stwocrwakier, sturdy, as steel , 
dol wealth and repule in bis doy , 

Wat cuitiona Kus dant of Luck, at, 

Would cbiirp like a bitd on a spray, s- 

“Av isitl so much the vocation you're in , 
Or-your Litturg for Wt he would say, , 

“(Asis that pe through thineke }taxough thin, 

You strould Keep wp a peggurg away” 


Vhrave found it amas of value whose Veull 
Observation has proved We We wiaine ; 

(hind whch well ugha be vawuthul a watchword by youll 
Wu tu Labor of rand and of brain , 

Hor War yy geriius and Lalenl are cast 
(ato Works with the strongest display, 

You can never be sure of achiovement at Last, 

Unless you keep pegging awa, 


MEK Are Shopaten who mughl ilo slalesimen have growin , 
Suliticians for handiwork made , 

Sowite ports who betler wi shops had shone, 
Chad mechanics best ran for trade ; 

Bul when onee in thc harness however at AL, 
Buckle down to your work night and day , 

Secure ov thie traunphe of and arid of wit, 

KF you only keep pegging away, 


Shure arc Tunes Un all tasks when the fiend Discorttent 
(ldvises a pause of a change , 
Ona on field far away and vevelevent bent, 
Dre purpose is tanpled lo range ; 
Xever teed jbut i sound veereation reslove 
Such traits as are slow to obey, 
Quid then more persistent and staunch than bejore, 
Keep pegging and peggitg away, 


Scave filful cndeavors for such as would cast 
Dhue Ariel: existenee in var, 
For the seevel of wealth ut the present and past, 
Und of fare anil of honor, is plain, 
Ke ties wel in change ori sentiment ice, 
oXor in wayward cxploil and display, 
Bul just in the Shocmarcers homely, advice 


Lo Keep PGGYOGY UA PGGOG WY. 








ONLY A % PER M™. 

We have Twenty.Thousand Agents’ Names and Ad- 
dresses left out of alot of about One Hundred Thousand 
collected during the previous season. ‘They are just 
the kind Dealers in Agents’ Goods want to send Cir- 
eulars and Samples. Write quick if you want them 


They will sell fast at 250. PER 1000. Cut this ad. out 
and paste it in your hat; it will not appear again. 


MYERS & CO., 


614 PATCHEN AVE., BROOKLYN, N. Y. 








Hidden Name aod Motto Cards, Be rap 


98 7 Magic, one pack of Escort Cards, and large Harnple Book of ganulne Cards 


arg 

(not pictures.) All for # 2 cent stamp, so Card Co, Cadiz, Obin 

75 CA R DS 25 May 10 0 Home Cards, 25 Escort Cards, 25 flire 
jon Orda, n inowt & m ple Hook o! de y 

Visiting Cards ever sent out. All pace pad Bree: . Wek Bain " 

Fi Ni ES'T Card Sample Book ever sent out 

, P 
2 cents. Star Importing Co.,Cadiz, O 


The Myatic Oracle with which yo 


Pictares, Paxzles, Games, tricks in 


one 
Steam Card Works, Station 15, Ohio, 





N any persons age or any nummer 
rr 1 and Glove FI 


the Handkerchief, H * 
Eagle 


] tae, 4 
Diz ohio 


ample Book of Cards, all only two a be 
my Lover, Good-Bye, & 
99 other songs, 140 sleight of band t 


COOD-BYE, ks, 115 os 


Derimentsin magic, and samp'e cards: All only Weouta. ( apital ( ard Co. , Columbvus, Ohio. 
SALARY of $900 to $1,200a year. Send 10c. for partien- 
lars. WILLIAM HALE, Williamsville, Mass 
’ | BETTER SO! and 100 other beautiful Songs 
J Words and Music complete and large catalogue 
choice music, only 10c. Western Pub. Co., St Louis, Mo. 


YOUR NAME inserted in our new list for silver dime 


} . Cireular Mail Agency, Box 472, Potts 
own, Pa 


OR FACTS 
Valuable to Man, Woman or Child, send Four Cents to 
M. C. FOLGER, W. Pawlet, Vt. 
TONE Ring, 21 Hidden Name Cards and Agents’ out 
fit all for 1l0c. Munson Bros., Mt. Carmel, 
Jonn. 
ILL Your own Teeth with Crystaline. Stops pain and 
decay. Lasts a lifetime. Circulars free. T. F 
TRUMAN, M. D., Wells Bridge, N. Y. 


TO_AGENTS.—One fountain pen and 
SAMPLES 


ard Works, ¢ 


holder, 5c.; one pint of ink, any color, We 


Sample Styles of Hidden Name and 


EORGE BUNCE, 553 Fourth Ay., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
G i] Silk Fringe Cards, Sleight of Hand Tricks, Recitations, Dialogues, Puz- 
ales, Conundrums, Games, and howyou can make $10 aday at home. All 
ie yora2centstame. HOME AND YOUTH, CADIZ, OHIO. 
3 PAGE SONG BOOK, contains all the latest songs 
of the day, sent for 2c. stamp, PARTELLO & Co., Kel- 
loggsville, N. Y. 


NOTICE Send 10c. for sample 100 tobacco tags, terms 
to agents and price list. CuLTice & McKrtn- 
NEY, Red Key, Ind. 
SILK VELVET AND PLUSH. A nice package of 
pretty pieces, all colors, only 10c. 3 lots, 26c. 
WESTERN SUPPLY Co., St. Louis. 
| CENTS will bring you a large bundle of reading 
matter, books, papers, magazines, etc. Try a bun- 
dle, sure to suit. W. W. ARMITAGE, Goodrich, Polk Co., 
‘Texas. 
OR Assorted silk, satin, plush 
CRAZY PAT HW .and velvet, sufficient to 
make 100 square inches, l5c.; 2 pkes., This is the 
finest and largest package for lic. MANFRS.’ AGENCY 
Salem, Mass. ’ 
and how to invariably remove it with 
TAPE WORM head, by home treatment. Particulars 
for 2c. stamp. Dr. FREEMAN MEDICAL Co., 99 Staniford 
St., Boston, Mass. Please state what periodical you saw 
our advertisement in. 


C.. CATAPULT GUN—Shoots shot or bullets with great 
| pe lt i 


25c. 


Will kill birds on the wing or bring down 
a squirrel from the highest tree. Loaded with coarse 
shot it is sure death to all small game. Invaluable to 
taxidermists. Price 50c. post paid. Address MANFRs.’ 
AGENCY, Salem, Mass. 


IT COSTS BUT { CEN on which to send 


us your address and receive by 
return mail FREE our pamphlet entitled ‘* How to Get 
Correspondents for Fun, Self-Improvement or Matri- 
mony.” Address, THE PERSONAL CORRESPONDENCE 
AGENCY, Berrien Springs, Michigan. 


GOLD PRIZES EVERY -MONTH. 


SAMPLE COPY of our Grand Prize Giving paper; 16 
Fine Portraits; Golden Wheel Fortune Teller; Dream 
Dictionary : Flirts’ Guide; Age Revealer; Magic Square; 
200 Album Verses; 79 Money Making Secrets; 20 Popular 
Songs; 53 Tricks in Magic; 85 Conundrums; Calendar; 
Morse, Lovers’ and Dumb Alphabets; and Books con- 
taining 27 Stories; all for 10c., silver. Address, 


for a postal card 


“YounG AMERICAN,” Portland, Conn. 


HOW MANY LINKS IN THE CHAIN? 


SS — 2 eS SS 


= 


$155 IN CASH CIVEN AWAY! 

Mail your answer with 25c. silver, and you 
will receive free for six months the brightest and 
most interesting family newspaper in the U.S, 
First correct guess will also receive FREK $50 in 
cash; 2d, $25; 3d, $15; 4th, $10; 5th, $5; next 50 
$l each. Premiums will be distributed Marcb 1, 
1889, and names of winners published in Tue 
Famity FRrienp,—a splendid newspaper worth many times the price 
asked, which should be in every home. Address Publishers Family 


Friend, Chicago, Il. 
TiCy 


HVERYTHING GOL. 


We have on hand about One Hundred of those well 
known 


Gaskell’s Compendiums, 


that we want to get rid ot 


AT 25c. EACH. 


knows that GASKELL'’s COMPLETE COM- 
PENMANSHIP is the only correct system of 


= 





Everybody 
PENDIUM OF 


self-teaching that REALLY DOES TEACH. It contains 
models for practice 54 eo nee Wri ing, Ladies Pen- 
manship, Ornamental Work, Artistic Pen Sketching, 


&c., all enclosed in neat and handsome case, 


The Publisher’s price is $1.00—Ours, 25c. 


MYERS & CO., 


614 PATCHEN AVE., BROOKLYN, N. ¥. 


— PLAIN TALK JOKER. — 


Original contributions solicited. 


A Fearful Revenge. 

BrokEN Down WAITER 
hotel, peeking at Fancyface, a new ar- 
ri ival, from behind a screen)— Aha! at 
last the man is here! The time’s at hand, 
and with the scenes of that fear ful night at 
Coney Island still fresh in me mind me- 
thinks that man hath never known such 
vengeful wrath as mine. But, hark! foot- 
steps approach. I must away; and ere yon 
village bell tolls midnight’s dusky hour 
young Fancyface will fly his kite in other 


realms quite sour. 
# * 


(at country 


* * * * 


MIDNIGHT. 
FAncyFace (a man who ran abum hotel 
at Coney Isle, and had B.D. W. in his 


cote dae Ne “ Halloa, who comes this way 
lurking gait, and at such an unsavory 
hour?” 


B. D. W.—‘*’Tis I, McCormick, whom 
you discharged at Coney’ s Isle some sea- 
sons, sir, ago. 





IT seek a terrible revenge.”’ | 


Fancy eel *tis with swords I meet | 
thee fairly well.” 
. D. W.—‘* Tis not with sword or pistol 


bad that I intend to kill thee. "Tis with a 
weapon ten times worse. Perhaps you 
understand me! T’ll stuff thee full of 
chowder, pop, the kind you used to give 
us—the kind that made us deathly sick, | 


and spent the summer with us.” DryKpan. 


The Right Man. 

Two men on a railroad train. 
“*fell into” a discussion on success in life. | 

First Man—‘‘ I have never been success- | 
ful in anything.” 

Second Man—(exhibiting increased in- 
terest)—‘‘ What, nothing at all?” 

** No, can’t do anything!” 

“Do you know anything about ma-| 
chinery!” 

** Nothing.” 

**Do you think that you could learn any- 
thing about it?” 

“T know IT eouldn’t.” 

** My dear sir, I want you. Your fortune 
is made, and throughout this e entire country 
iL have been looking for you. 

‘* What do you want with me?” 

“*T want to take you to Chicago and in- | 
stall you as manager of the North-side 
cable car system.’ Traveller, | 


They | 


’"_ Arkansaw 





| 
George, 








A Surprise Party. 


those Jackson girls will be 


“By Jove! 
”—And they were. 


surprised to see me. 
Life. 


‘PLAIN TALK* 








The Passied Vout 

His salary was a thousand dollars a year, 
and he had just proposed to Miss Clare 
Lighthead and been accepted, and they 
were both exquisitely happy until she sai 

**And don’t you know how lovely our 
home will be, George. It shall be a home 
indeed for you; a place of rest, and joy, 
and comfort! TP ‘il call the housekeeper up 


ever 7 morning and— 
he housekeeper’ os, 
‘Yes, yes, dear. Now don’t interrupt, 


you edt. 1%, boy. Ill tell the housekeeper 
to tell the cook to —” 

‘<The cook?” 

“Of course; and I do hope we can get a 
French eook! I love French cooking. 


| And Id like the dining-room girl to —” 


**The dining room girl?” 

**Yes, yes. I'd like a brisk, tidy, rosy- 
cheeked English dining-room girl. T don’t 
care so much about the chamber maid.” 

‘* Why, my darling, ’m afraid —” 

‘*Now, now, you bad old boy; you must 
let your little girl have her own way when 
it comes to the house servants. You can 
engage the butler, if you like, and of course 
you'll get the coachman; 
to the laundress and see imstr ess and—why 
what a dreadfully long face you 
have. I don’t like it!” 

It looked longer as he satin his ten-by- 
twelve room an hour later trying to “ fig- 
/ure out” how the wages of the cook and 
| housekeeper and butler and all the rest of | 
them were to be paid on ee 3 per week. 
He hasn’t figured it out yet.—Z7id Bits. 


In the >. Choir, 


During the sermon one of the quartet | 
fell asleep. 
‘“*Now’s your 
to the soprano, 
tenor. 
pan 4 
tralto. 
‘You'll wake hymn 
basso. 


said the organist 
the 


chants,” 
‘see if you canticle 


up,” suggested the 


‘*T could make a better pun than that, as | 


remarked the 
but he said it 


sure as my name’s Psalm,” 
boy that pumped the organ; 
so low that no one quartet. 


With Here a Dash and There a Dash. 


Behind time—The back of a clock. 
Comfortable quarters—Twenty-five cent 


pieces. 


A pen picture—A cattle yard. 

A frame of mind—The skull. 

The home stretch— Putting down the car- 
pet. 

Ranks high— Old butter. 

The hght guard—-A glass chimney. 

A shell race—Oysters. 

Agitators—Bent pins. 

Soulful—A new shoe. 

Kneady men—Bakers, 

Warm work—Catching sunshine. 

Hard work—Breaking stone. 

Fast fellows—Convicts. 

A high choker—The hangman. 

Pipes it off—The smoker. 

Expounders—Retired pugilists. 


* Never you mind the crowd, lad, 
Or fancy your life won't tell; 
'The work is the work for a’ that 
To him that doeth it well, 
Fancy the world a hill, lad; 
Look where the millions stop; 
You'll find the crowd at the base, lad; 
There’s always room at the top.” 


but when it comes | ¢ 





CLUB LIST, 


We are prepared to receive subscriptions 
for other publications in combination with 
Puain Tank at greatly reduced rates. If 

ou do not find what is wanted in the fol- 
owing list, write for prices. The regular 
price ‘of the different periodicals is given in 
the first column, and the price at which we 
can supply them, including a year’s sub- 
scription to Puaty TauxK in the second. It 
will be seen that in many cases this paper 
will cost the subscriber nothing, the com- 


| bination price being the same as the regular 


price of the other publications alone. 
Regular Price with 





ou wouldn’ t dare duet,” said the con- 


PERIODICAL. Price. Puatn Taux. 
American Agriculturist. $1.50...... $1.50 
American Garden......... 1.00. 1.25 
Babyhood.s. tcc decee sonst Lb0Leee 1.50 
Contrity,sdacsiviieesen 4.00...... 4.00 
Golden Days ..........4.... 8.00 Aseve 3.00 
Harper’s Weekly......... 4,00 seve 4.00 

4 Bazaar........- ae: WO cen 4.00 

sit Magazine ...... 4.00...... 4.00 

Hh Young People 2.00...... 2.10 
Lili Bg acne cae viens a Pe Oe 5.00 
\ Path oskvas conkbatietiotast «tia 6. 00.4202. 5.00 
Scientific American...... 3.00: ,208 3.00 
| SOLUOTIOLA:S. sacccocaueseeees 8.00; 52. 3.00 
St. INTONOIAB. at.csosaeaeos S00 shex 3.00 
Texts Stans)... eae 400s ceves 4.00 

| Wide Awake \...dcccctseccdees D AOD ursder 2.50 


EXCHANGES. 


Exchange notices are inserted free of charge, but it 
must be understood that we can take no responsibility 
concerning exchanges effected by means of this depart- 
iment, neither will the reliability of exchangers be guar- 
anteed. To avoid any misunderstanding in the matter, 
it would be advisable for those contemplating exchang- 
ing to write for particulars to the addresses before send- 
| ing the articles desired. Notices must be plainly and 

| concisely written and on one side of the paper ‘only. 
Send as often as you please, but not more than one no- 
tice for asingle issue. Notices of more than 40 words not 
inserted. 


| Will exchange Sharp’s ‘iis for ‘best offer 
iof U. S. old issue and department stamps. 
P. O. Box 624 Connersville, Fayette Co., 
Ind. 
Will 


stamps. 


exchange books for rare U. S. 

Send list with prices and I will do 
the same. Address, W. R. Jeseph, Box 30, 
Yorkshire, N. Y. 

Will give one dozen different shaped sea 
shells for every dozen perfect Indian arrow- 
heads or a beautiful conch shell for an ax. 
| John W. Bartlett, Box 32, Easton, Md. 

Hy ve ry Se hool Child Ae 8 One. 


SLATE. GLEANER, Sicko Shits? s.tu 


KIZER SO 
TRA QUALITY 


1,000 Sipe & CO. 828'S. HIGH ST. * andl gs 


A Packet of Coins or Stamps (big value) and 
BO) YS! niy 82pp. Lilustrated Catalogue for Gi lc. 
oe 








x ee IGN ST Ail 


RE ANY, 827 Brannan St,, San Francisco, Cal 


BATCHELDER 


STAMP) COs 


3,01.3/Case Aves 
St. Louis, Mo. 
Agents wanted at 3344 per cent. 


PRICE LISTS FREE, 
Wholesale Lists to Dealers Only 


W E MAKE SPEC IALTY OF 


Avproval Sheets at Catalogue Frices 


With discount at 38 per cent., and _sets as prizes to suc- 
cessful agents, References needed, Also exchanges 
wanted of good U.S, Medicine and Revenue Stamps 


Address 
The Flower City Stamp Company, 
233 ANDREWS ST., ROCHESTER, N. Y. 








“Tt Stands to Reason,” 





’ 


** Judge,” said the Montana lawyer, as 
he leaned back in his chair and threw one 
foot up on the table, ‘‘I object to the wit- 
ness answering that question, and ’'m ready 
to argue the point. It stands to reason 

**So you will, young man,” roared the 
judge, ‘if you’ve got any speech to make. 
Get up on your feet or Tl clap you in the 
calaboose for contempt of court quicker’n 
you can accept an invitation to drink.” 
And the young lawyer stood to reason. 
Chicago Tribune. 


A Dream and Its Realization. 


A woman living in the eastern part of 
Portland lost a tur collar last February, 
and though a thorough search was made for 
the missing article it was never found. 
Last week her husband dreamed that it was 
seereted under a stump in a lot near his 
barn. The next night the dream occurred 
again, but the husband did not mention it 
his family. The third time the dream was 
repeated, and at last, actuated more by 
curiosity than by faith the man visited the 
field and found the stump. Brushing away 
some leaves he discovered a hole, and plac- 
ing his hand in it, to his surprise came in 
contact with a furry substance, which he 
proceeded to pull out. Then he went home. 
The skunk eseaped. 


Advise to an Aspiring Poet. 
eee ales | 

Never write a poem beginning Abou Ben | 
any thing. 

Keep you hair cut. | 

Don’t write poetry unless you are forced 
to do so, either by hunger, or by the en- 
thusiasm of your muse. 

Do not be cast down because you receive 
$2.50 instead of $250 for your first effort. 

If possible, avoid ryming ‘‘ castanet”’ 
with ‘‘ piano-forte,” ‘‘ frolic”? with ‘‘ eow- 
lick,” or ‘‘ Niagara” with ‘‘Tipperary.” | 

Don’t call on the editor any oftener than | 
you can help; and don’t feel hurt if he says 
he’s out. He frequently says that without 
meaning it. | 

Never dispise work that comes your way | 
unsolicited. Writing advertisements is a 
profitable vocation; they are sure to be | 
printed, and are much more popular with | 
the masses, than Odes, Sonnets, or French | 
forms. 

It is a bad plan to copy one of Byron’s 
shorter poems, and sign your name to it. 

Tf you have three sections to your name, | 
connect the last two by means of a hyphen, | 
and east the first to the winds, if you wish 
to; but do not try to gain admission to the 
Author’s Club on the strength of this pro- 
ceeding only.— Puck. 


Bossy Kicxep Frrst.—The Canadians 
are making a great fuss about retaliation 
and threaten Uncle Sam with Britannia’s 
wrath. : 


The complaints of the Canadians 
to the mother country about American re- 
taliation reminds us of a little story. 
Bobby came into the house sobbing, and 
told his mother that Tommy White, a 
neighbor’s boy, had kicked him. ‘* Well, 
Tommy White is a very bad boy,” said 
Bobby’s mother, handing him a large slice 
of cake; ‘‘ you didn’t kick him back did 
you, Bobby?” ‘‘ No,” replied Bobby, 
between bites; ‘‘I kicked him first.’ 
Texas Siftings. 


DiscHARGED FOR Cause,—‘‘ Why did you 
leave your last place?” ‘‘Sure 1 was dis- 
charged for doin’ well, mum.” ‘“‘ Dis- 
charged for doing well? Why, where were 
you?” ‘I worr in the harspital, mum.” 
Harper's Bazar. 








rises £10 LAK: 


Loot Heps, Friei? 
Qre you SicK? 


Do you have pains about the chest and sides, 
and sometimes in the back? Do you feel dull and sleepy ? 
Does your mouth have a bad taste, especially in the morn- 
ing? Is there a sort of sticky slime collects about the 
teeth? Is your appetite poor? Is there a feeling like a 
heavy load on the stomach, sometimes a faint, all-gone sen- 
sation at the pit of the stomach, which food doesnot satisfy ? 

Are your eyes sunken? Do your hands and feet become 
cold and feel clammy? Have youadry cough? Do you 
expectorate greenish colored matter? Are you hawking 
and spitting all or part of the time? Do you feel tired all 
the while? Are you nervous, irritable and gloomy? Do 
you have evil ferebodings? Is there a giddiness, a sort of 
whirling sensation in the head when rising up suddenly ? 
Do your bowels become costive? Is your skin dry and hot 
at times? Is your blood thick and stagnant? Are the 
whites of your eyes tinged with yellow? Is your urine 
scanty and high colored? Does it deposit a sediment after 
standing? Do you frequently spit up your food, sometimes 
with a sour taste and sometimes with a sweet? Is this 
frequently attended with palpitation of the heart? Has 
your vision become impaired? Are there spots before 
the eyes? Is there a feeling of great prostration and 


weakness? If you suffer from any of these symptoms, 
send me your name and I will send you, by mail, 


OneB otrle o 


Send your address on postal card to-day, as you may not 


see this notice again. 


Address, naming this paper, Prof, HART, 88 Warren St, New York. 


STAMP 110 varieties, 10c. ; 500 mixed, 10c.; 8 Mexico, 
.oc.; 7 Cuba, 10c.; 4 Chili, 5c.; 3 Bulgaria, ic. ; 
5 Ceylon, 5c.; 10 Austria, 5c.; 6 Luxemburg, dc.;4 U.S. 
war, 5c.; 5 Rowmania, » Victoria, 3 Hong Kong, dc. ; 
6 Great Britain Jubilee stamps, 5c.; 2 Fiji Islands, 7c. ; 
5 Baden, 5c.; 5 Servia, 5c.; 3 Bosnia, 5c. Catalogue of 
every stamp ever issued, l0c. 1,000 Stamp Hinges for in- 
serting stamps in album, 0c. Price List free. Agents 
wanted, 33%, per cent. commission. 


Batchelder Postage Stamp Co., 


3,113 Cass Avenue, ST. LOUIS, MO. 





Philatelic Literature. 


Send list of wants and prices paid for same. Fifty 
stamps for every stamp paper sent me. Correspond- 
ence solicited for the exchange of Philatelic Papers. The 
“Philatelic Literature Collector,’ 10 cents. per year. 
Stamps on approval at 25 per cent. commission, Com 
plete file “Stamp Record,” 4 nos., 25 cents. 

H. C. BEARDSLEY, A. P. A., 95, 


Box 616, St. Joseph, Mo. 


Free! Free!! Free!!! 


Send your name and address for a Sample Copy of the | 


COLLECTOR’S LEDGER, 


A 20 pagwe Illustrated Collector's Monthly Magazine 
Subscription 35c, per year. Sample copy free 
THE LEDGER COMPANY, 


BOX 288. BLOOMFIELD, N. J 


eDdicine 
E 
REE 


$12.50 CASH. 
go> The “NEW OXFORD.” 

Cuaranteed for 5S Years. 

Adapted to light and heavy work. 

Every machine provided with all attach- 
ments and latest improvements, and war- 
ranted equal to any $65 sewing machine in 
the market, Crated and ship,ed for ouly 
$12.50, Address, 


OXFORD MFC. CO., 
323 Dearborn St., Chicago, Il. 


PL. SCHNEIDER & CO. exdhce 
| COLLECTORS OF STAMPS, DEALERS IN 


HIGH +ST., COLUMBUS, OHIO, 
GENUINE STAMPS ON APPROVAL A SPECIALTY. 


commission. 








BUY, 
SELL 


828 S8. 


Agents wanted at 25 per cent. 


C. E. HASTINGS & OO., 


DEALERS IN 


U.S. ano FOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS, 


P. O, Box 509, HARTFORD, CONN 





wanted to sell 


Ceylon Stamps a specialty Agents ; 
f Good refer 


approval sheets at 25 per cent. commission 
} ence wanted 
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He tebe 2, at Home. 


SQUIRE OATCAKE tin ‘New York Post Of- 
fice): ** Hev ye got any letters for me?” 

CLERK (sav agely): *“Who’s me? I don’t 
know you. 
® OaTe AKE, : ay! a-al, you’re a purty feller 
to be drawin’ a big salary for sassin’ 
people who are taxed to pay yer? Look a- 
here, young man: our postmaster up to 


Squeehawket don’t git more’n forty,dollars | 
an’ he knows me every time I come 


nu year, 
round !”’ 


A Lesson from the Almanac. 

Well, son, so you want to learn to be an 
editor? You think it would be such a fine 
thing to ‘‘ mould public opinion;”’ to help 
‘uplift the masses;” to write choice puffs, 
worth five dollars a paragraph, in return 
for twenty-five cent paper-covered novels; 
to tell the public that the man your party 
has nominated is one of God’s noblemen, 
while the other fellow is a rascal from the 
soles of his feet to the crown of his head? 

Yes, yes, son, so it would! But don’t 
you remember the Ayer’s almanac that 
used to hang in Grandpa’s kitchen, up in 
New Hampshire? 
ber the poor chap that always stood in the 
center of the first picture on the first page, 
with the fish and the scorpions and the 
sheep and the bulls and the twins around 
him? And don’t you remember that he 
was naked and that he had nothing in his 
stomach to speak of? 

Well, son, that poor fellow used to edit a 
newspaper. 





Never Saw Anything Like It. 


Mr. Perxrys—“ Yr ve seen wax-works ad- 
vytised enough, an’ now here goes five 
cents slap-bang ter see her go.” 

TrreD Station AGent—‘‘ Blame yer, I 
ain’t no safe! ’’—Judge. 


the | 


And don’t you remem- | 
/necessary to send the 50 cents for a year’s 





| and get up a club, 


PIA TIN (OE ee 


BOOKS GIVEN AWAY 


We propose to make PLaIN TaLk 
known all over the land, and as one me- 


thod of advertising we propose to send | 


to every tenth subscriber, as a free gift, 
a copy of a handsome cloth bound book. 
The books are all valuable ones, 12 mo. 
in size, finely bound and printed and 
worth at least $1.00 each. They com- 
prise something like 200 different vol- 
umes, popular novels, histories, biogra- 
poems, books of natural history 
of adventure, etc. Remember, they are 
not given with every subscription, but 
every tenth subscriber, as his name ap- 
pears on our list, will promptly receive 
one of the promised books. It is only 


phies, 


subscription. All names are entered 


exactly in the order received. 


PLAIN TALK will be worth more than 
It will have de- 
partments for all and no boy or girl wil] 


the subscription price. 


regret having invested in it fora year, 
even if they do not receive one of the 
books. 


Tell your friends of this offer and try | 


Send two names be- 
sides your own, with $1.50 for the three, 


| and we will send you for your trouble, as 


a premium, one of the books. Besides 


this, each of the three will stand a chance 





of being a fortunate “tenth man.” 


PLAIN TALK is devoted to stamp, coin, 
mineral, and curiosity collecting; to stories 
of travel and adventure; has curious puz- 
zles and problems; gives help in school 


| work; has a department devoted to games 


and pastimes ; another to pets ; another 


tells how to make things and do things. 


|In short it is just the paper for every 


/ 


bright boy and girl. 


Send on your subscription at once 


| while this offer remains in force. 


Address : 


Plain Talk Publishing Co., 


9 SPRUCE STREET, 
NEW YORK CITY. 








Poonirencsact 
ETOH 





Want to buy rare stamps cheap 
note these prices, and order at 
once, as in some lines supplies 
are limited. 








Argentine.—Ic.. officialired<....c.usiutes vase» ae 08 
*British Columbia.—-@d) blue. sci acces saeGmae eee «25 
Pa we North Borneo, — 1886, 10c. blue.............. 18 
ee MES Die ee eset ae 38 
Bulgaria Prov. —3 on 10 rose. 1884 (torn)............ 2D 
15 on 25 blue.. 1884.. aeleiat oe tO 

* ‘ Unpaid. 1884. 5c. orange inper Marte 12 
sritish Honduras.—3c. on 3d. lilact.........00.0<6 08 

iP tes =1859. 10e) lildci. wy: tx tee ween wena 05 
be 1851. ; 8d; unperiornied hac ..aneeeusens on 10 

Cey lon. —1857. 2d., green unperforated............ .28 
1885. Prov. 5ons6 cts., blue........... 12 

Envelope. 1858. 1 penny, blue.......... 25 
Chins a Prov. —1885. 20 0n 30c., vermillion.......... Al 
de 5O0:on. 43, 'DrOoWt..:> <<. acces cane 2 

“Corea. a= BBD. BG, LEDs: vee bu wen wieeears oes eee .08 
* Ce RR. . eees A ek 10 
a os bd GUC 1829... sch ae neces bs eee 10 
Fh hig 4 LOG s sxik So oleae oem ote see Geen eee ane 1 
*Congo.. lOe:, reds. .\s<sstis cos as eewvs ns ee eee 04 
Cashmere. QOne-quarter anna, black............... 08 
*Dominica. 1886. id. on] shilling, COSI Missense 12 
*Denmark, 1851. 2 rigsbank, blue.... .........-+.. 15 
Pintand:\ 2 tar’. x. 0.02. «. baene rae agb ee eee 03 

| Guatemala Prov: 1856: 150e:.-..0.5. teens wus cue -18 
| *Hawat. - 1864.. Bc.. véermillion.7:4.A00. (see 04 
i *Ionian Islands. “Rosé. <.......: conuem awash ee peers - 25 
Luxemburg. 1872. Prov. 1 franc on 37lec.... 18 
» Mexico. TSO4. . x rea feds soc Sy o> tee cng cd eae ae ee 15 
ais 1880. Port de mar, 10c., red.... ........, 10 
Mauritius Prov. -16:on AVGA008 Seine se kk evan eee 08 
n“ oa 1858. Blue. occ bsiadee eee eee 06 
Macao Prov. 1885. 5 on 25 reis red...... .....05.. 08 
. ~ abe 10 on 50 reis gréen. 9.....25 «. 20 
*Mexico:. Sc. 1887: Ruled paper... tcc ene 12 
€Malta.: Ids PO80.« <cnacesaw as acee tena eee 04 
Mexico, 1864. ‘2c; Greeti. ..:.csasteeoes as eseeee -03 
New South Wales. 1860. 5 shillings official oa S.) .50 
*Newfoundland. 1857. 3d. thirst 12 
Nova Scotia. 1857. 1d. red Lies. haters area 311.50 
; “ ag Sed, Hilti. u3-ca onsncby samen AD 
New Brunswick. 1234 c. blue............sceccseces 15 
” 2 176. Blachvs.3 430s eee 3 35) 
Peru, 1874; 1 80), redinw3.)..4. mde meweeeerse freee 7) 
3 Unpaid 1883. 50c. (surcharged triangle).... .75 

ae 1882. le green (Horseshoe and Ch. Arms)... ts 

he 4s lc orange (Chiltan Arms)....... ....-. 08 

ie 1883. 1c. green Horseshoe and tiiangle)..... AB 

ste lc. (Hoarsesithe) yy ans os vcs masta 38 

obs Ni lc, ‘* (Triangle and Correos Lima), .38 
stu Ai ic. *° (no surchargé).cc. cee BO 
*Peisia. 1881. 8c. purple (sun)..............<«+s<- 05 
Prince Kid. Islands... 12c.,'blu@s., ces .< + kesteaee .O8 
Phillipine Islands. 1881. 2 reals blue,............. .18 
*Roumania. 1862. 3 par orange.... Wb 
* he -_ 6 T00e’... 3. Sodan sober 
St. Pierre and Miquelon. 1885° 5e. on 1 fr.. “30 
sie > sii ey 5 on 40c.. Bd 
*Straits Settlements Prov. 2 on dc. blue.. 10 
*Tébaszo. Id. Wise. . vi. c. css 4 
United States. 1874. 10c. black.. ‘ BO 
= J, Be : * (unserved pair). epee 200 
West Australia, 1861. 4c. vermillion. aris) 
21 Canada. Bill and ag 1859-1888 Poy 
3 3 1850. 1, 10c. ep an el a ee 
4 et 1868. a 1.2 2, 3, 5 cotta dan eee 07 
|* 4 : Recitieeed 1871. 5e., 8c., & 1888 2c. .40 
* § Pr. Edwards Island. lc., 2c., re 4c., 6c, & 12c -3O 





*17 Canada Bill...... cae nee 
4 Guatemala Prov. 25c., BOC. 100c, ‘and, 1506c.. Ryn BN 
3 Mexico. 1856... ite 


5 Sandwich Islands. Env elopes. sous Raskin 5s eae 8 10 
TID Sweden TiOs6D.. s. gasesa9scn ks cue eaee ene 22 
* 6 Peru, surcharges, 1882. 1, 5, 10, 20,50 & 1 sol... .2, ‘00 

| 65 St. Pierre & Miquelon.. | pas00 


If stamps ordered are sold out money will be 
refunded. All orders over 50c. post free. Price 


RF oMe ae 


573 St. Urbain St., 
MONTREAL, QUE, 


Ma Cr Ps Auta 


|. BURT. KIMBALL, PRINTER, 9 SPRUCE ST.,.N. Y. 
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